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 Brother Grumpy’s  

Happening soon in Southland 
 

30 April 2018 
Brother Grumpy (VWBro.M.I.McGregor) at  man.of.arden@gmail.com 

 

ALL MEETINGS ARE REGULAR MEETINGS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 

 

Quick Reference Calendar for Southland District No.33 and selected neighbours 
date time lodge event place 

1 May 7.30 pm Winton 108 Initiate – Mr.C.Abalos Invercargill 
2 May 1930 hrs Remembrance 318 Pass – Bro.D.S.Bortolan Invercargill 
2 May 6.30 pm Hercules 36 Install – W.Bro.D.Roberts Tapanui 
5 May 2.30 pm Waihopai 189 Raise – Bro.N.Cumberland Invercargill 
7 May 7.30 pm Switzers 223 Three Tracing Boards + Final Charge Third Degree Waikaia 
12 May  Mt. Ida Lodge No.97 150 YEAR CELEBRATIONS Ranfurly 

15 May 10.30 am Waverley 226 Simulated First Degree Dunedin 
16 May 7.30 pm Manuherikia Kilwinning 109 Initiate – Mr.C.M.Fisher Alexandra 
     

 

 

REQUIEM 

M W Bro Daniel Mearns Holmes PGM 

Passed to the Grand Lodge Above – 4 April 2018 
The Board of General Purposes directs that all Lodges shall observe mourning for a period of one 
month as a tribute to the memory of our late Brother. 

 

 

 

Lodge Winton No.108 
 

Lodge in mourning for MWBro.D.M.Holmes PGM 
 

To initiate  

Mr. Charlie Abalos 
As an Entered Apprentice Freemason 

 

Tuesday 1 May 2018 
 7.30 pm. 

 

Masonic Hall, Winton   
 

 

 

The Lodge of Remembrance No.318 
 

Lodge in mourning for MWBro.D.M.Holmes PGM 
 

To Pass 

 Bro. D. S. Bortolan 
To the Fellowcraft Degree 

 

Wednesday 2 May 2018 
1930hrs 

 

mailto:man.of.arden@gmail.com
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Southland Masonic Centre, 80 Forth Street, Invercargill 
 

 
 
 

 

The Hercules Lodge No.36 
 

The Installation of 

Wor.Bro. David Roberts 
 

As Master and Investiture of the Officers of the Lodge 
by V W Bro Pat Cooney Otago-Lakes District Grand Master and Grand Lodge Officers 

 

Preceded by the Reception of 
V W Bro G D Munro Wickliffe District Grand Master 

 R W Bro R Angelo Southern Divisional Grand Master and Grand Lodge Officers 
 

 Wednesday 2 May 2018 
6.30 pm 

 

Masonic Hall, Tapanui 
 

 

 

Lodge Waihopai No.189 
 

Ceremonial  depending upon circumstances  
Either a Simulated  3rd Degree  

or 
 To raise 

Bro Nathan Cumberland   
To the Sublime Degree of master Mason  

 

 Saturday 5 May 2018 

  2:30 pm   
Dispensation ftu8ciq 

 

  The meeting will be followed by a meal at the Workingmen’s Club 
 

Southland Masonic Centre, 80 Forth Street, Invercargill 
 

 

 

Lodge Switzers No.223 
 

Presentation of the  

Three Tracing Boards and Final Charge of the Third Degree 
 

 Monday 7 May 2018 

 7.30 pm. 
 

Masonic Hall, 27 Blaydon Street, Waikaia 
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The Mt. Ida Lodge No.97 
 

 

Saturday 12 May 2018 
 

Masonic Hall, Ranfurly 
 

 

 
 

Lodge Waverley No.226 
 

Simulation of the First Degree 
By The Master and Officers of the Lodge 

 

Tuesday 15 May 2018 

10.30 am 
 

LUNCH 
$10 for a 2 Course Lunch, 

PLEASE  Contact;  Grant Watson  027 221 3526 
   e’mail =  oldsquare@xtra.co.nz 

Or  Michael Robertson  455 1885 
 

Please Book by Sunday 13th May     
 

 

 

Lodge Manuherikia Kilwinning No.109 
 

To Initiate 

 Mr. Christopher Morris Fisher 
As an Entered Apprentice Freemason 

 

Wednesday 16 May 2018 

7.30 pm 
 

Masonic Hall, Tarbert Street, Alexandra 
 

 

 

Various sizes of Dinner Suits and Evening Suits (Tails) can be purchased for a donation of around $100 
for Freemasons Benevolence.  There are also some shirts, waistcoats, gloves, braces, bowties etc.   

 

Please contact Don or Yvonne McMurdo on (03) 2163256. 
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SOUTHLAND MASONIC CENTRE 
 

Contact details 
  

Building Ph: 03 2183392 
Maree’s Mobile Ph: +64 20 41448263 
E-Mail:-  info@masoniccentre.org.nz 

Postal address  

Invercargill Masonic Heritage Building Charitable Trust 
80 Forth St.    P.O.Box 86  

Invercargill 9810 
 

Defibrillator, First Aid, wheelchairs are available in the building 
 
 

Parking spaces 6,7,8,9 are FREE PARKING spaces for the use of Lodge members 
  

 

 

Once you have your Master Mason’s apron on, this should only be the start of your adventure into 

discovering the teachings of the three degrees of Craft Freemasonry and how you can make use of 

them in your daily life. 
 

You are never too old or too long in the Craft to learn  

HERITAGE – EDUCATION – PHILOSOPHY 

and much more 
 

Join a Lodge that is dedicated to Masonic Education in Southland 

Receive our Bi-monthly Transactions – gain access to our extensive library 
 

DUES ARE REASONABLE 
 

PLUS 
 

NEW MASTER MASONS – ENTRY LEVEL MEMBERSHIP 
 

A Brother who has been a Master Mason for less than 5 years from the date of his Initiation can join the 
Research Lodge of Southland (no entry fee) and enjoy the privileges of membership (except for holding office) 
for 5 years at a fixed rate of dues of $20 per year. 
 

VWBro.Martin McGregor.   man.of.arden@gmail.com   Phone: 03 217 9038 
 

 

 
 

Masonic Education Builds > Masonic Retention > Masonic Understanding 
 

mailto:man.of.arden@gmail.com
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Freemasonry employs the tools and instruments of stonemasonry to teach a system of morality, friendship, 
and brotherly love, hence, the standard emblem of Freemasonry is the square and compasses. 

 

 

 

V.W.Bro.M.I.McGregor.  Southland District Education Advisor. 
man.of.arden@gmail.com – gets you to the Southland Masonic Education HUB. 
 

Brethren – Please make use of these educational web sites 
Grand Lodge NZ Education Pillar   http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php 
GLNZ Education    http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/education.php        
 
 

 
Very Educational Daily Advancement in Masonic Knowledge 

 

THE DIGITAL MENTOR  - A SOUTHLAND DISTRICT MASONIC EDUCATION HUB PUBLICATION 
 

 

VEDA 7 NOW PUBLISHED 

The Three Degrees of Antient, Free and Accepted Masonry 
For digital copy contact – man.of.arden@gmail.com 

 

 

MASONIC WEB SITES 

To seek for that which can be found 
 

Place cursor anywhere on link address, then Ctrl + click to follow link 
Masonic web sites with useful information, papers, and further web links 

ONLY REALLY USEFUL SITES ARE LISTED 
(If you reach a site using your default browser or link, you can place a shortcut on your home wallpaper if you 

wish.  Right click on page – select ‘Create Shortcut’ – left click and confirm.) 
This is a directory in progress – keep looking for additions 

Many thanks to those Brethren who have emailed suggestions 
 

Freemasons New Zealand http://freemasonsnz.org/ 
Grand Lodge NZ Education Pillar   http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php 
GLNZ Education   http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/education.php       NEW 
Proud to be a Freemason http://www.themasons.org.nz/proud2017/index.html     GLNZ newsletter   

Southern Division website http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv   DO USE THIS 
Freemasons New Zealand Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons/     
Partners in Freemasonry (GLNZ) Facebook page      https://www.facebook.com/partnersinfreemasonry/   
GLNZ on Twitter  https://twitter.com/freemasons_nz?lang=en      
GLNZ on Linkedin  https://nz.linkedin.com/company/freemasons-new-zealand      
GLNZ on Instagram  https://instagram.com/freemasonsnewzealand/    
Southland Freemasons on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/man.of.arden/     
Australian and New Zealand Masonic Research Council -ANZMRC http://www.anzmrc.org/ 
Knights Templar NZ  http://www.knightstemplar.org.nz/     NEW 
Masonic Dictionary  http://www.jjcrowder743.com/dictionary.html      Very good but overdone 
Masonic Digital Library  (GLNZ)  http://www.anzmrc.org/    
Masonic Dictionary  http://www.masonicworld.com/education/files/masonicdictionary.htm 
Grand Lodge of Ireland  http://www.freemason.ie 
Grand Lodge of Scotland: http://www.grandlodgescotland.com/ 
Unfortunately, the United Grand Lodge of England web site is not fruitful 
Masonic Info   http://www.masonicinfo.com/   (Excellent Masonic site with much about anti-
masonry) 
Freemasonry 101  http://freemasonry-101.com/ 
Masonic Dictionary  http://www.masonicdictionary.com/ 
Masonic Lodge of Education http://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/ 

mailto:man.of.arden@gmail.com
http://freemasonsnz.org/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/education.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/proud2017/index.html
http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv
https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons/
https://www.facebook.com/partnersinfreemasonry/
https://twitter.com/freemasons_nz?lang=en
https://nz.linkedin.com/company/freemasons-new-zealand
https://instagram.com/freemasonsnewzealand/
https://www.facebook.com/man.of.arden/
http://www.anzmrc.org/
http://www.knightstemplar.org.nz/
http://www.jjcrowder743.com/dictionary.html
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http://www.masonicworld.com/education/files/masonicdictionary.htm
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http://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/
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Freemasons-Freemasonry http://www.freemasons-freemasonry.com/   (This is the famous Pietre-Stones 
web site – arguably the world’s best Masonic web site) 
Freemasonry.fm  http://www.freemasonry.fm/ 
Freemasonry Today  http://www.freemasonrytoday.com/    NEW   English online magazine 
Masonic Awareness at the Speed of Light- MATSOL http://www.matsol.info/ 
Grand Lodge of British Columbia and Yukon  http://www.freemasonry.bcy.ca/symbolism/ 
Lewis Masonic (publishers) Videos   http://www.lewismasonic.co.uk/ 
Masonic Lodge Info  http://www.masonic-lodge.info/ 
The Masonic Trowel  http://www.themasonictrowel.com/ 
University of Bradford – Web of Hiram  http://www.bradford.ac.uk/webofhiram/     Superb 
Phoenix Masonry  http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/  

Linford Lodge of Research http://www.linfordresearch.info/ 
York Rite   http://www.yorkrite.com/     
Mason Smart   http://www.masonsmart.com/ 
Freemasonry Today magazine http://www.freemasonrytoday.com/   (UGLE:  view back issues) 
MQ Magazine   http://www.mqmagazine.co.uk/ (back issues) 
Centro Ibérico de Estudios Masónicos  http://www.cienmas.org/   Spanish site in English 
Masonic Source Book  http://www.masonicsourcebook.com/ 
DMOZ    https://www.dmoz.org/  Links  
Southern California Lodge of Research  http://www.theresearchlodge.org/ 
The Masons   http://www.themasons.org.nz 
Lodge Devotion No.723 (GVic) http://www.lodgedevotion.net  (excellent ANZAC site)   
Lodge St.Patrick No.468  (IC) http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz          
Paul M Bessel’s Homepage http://bessel.org/homepage.htm     Famous site 
Masonic Encyclopedia  http://masonicencyclopedia.com/  
Masonic Library and Museum Association http://www.masoniclibraries.org/     
Freemasonry Matters  http://www.thefraternity.info   
Stitching Argus   http://www.stichtingargus.nl     Treasure trove of – fraternities –rituals 
The Skirret   https://skirret.com/index.html       Excellent papers 
Bonisteel  Masonic Library http://www.bonisteelml.org/        Many leads to other sites. 
Lane’s Masonic Records  https://www.hrionline.ac.uk/lane/      
The Library and Museum of Freemasonry     http://freemasonry.london.museum/     UGLE  London. 
Masonic Service Association of North America http://www.msana.com/      Online shop and much more 
MoF Masonic Library  http://www.masoniclibrary.org.au/       GLNSW  Sydney. 
Masonic World   http://www.masonicworld.com/        Excellent site 
MQ Magazine (UGLE)  http://www.mqmagazine.co.uk/       Back issues.  Very interesting 
Knights Templar International https://knightstemplarinternational.com NEW 
Secret Monitor NZ  http://secretmonitor.net.nz/ NEW 
Rose Croix NZ   https://www.rosecroix.org.nz/   NEW 
Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter http://www.royalarch.org.nz/ NEW 
 
GENERAL REFERENCE AND RESEARCH 
Bartleby   http://www.bartleby.com/          Online archive – very good. 
Internet Sacred Text Archive http://www.sacred-texts.com/index.htm    Huge collection 
Jerusalem 101   http://www.generationword.com/jerusalem101.html  
Jewish Encyclopaedia  http://jewishencyclopedia.com/   
Pinterest  pics of 356 best masonic lodges – leads to many more pics of Freemasonry, Knights Templar, etc. 
 https://nz.pinterest.com/thepumpmann/masonic-lodges-temples-monuments/?lp=true     
Fordham University https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/Halsall/index.asp   Amazing, HUGE collection 

of source books – do explore this!   
Medieval Lands http://fmg.ac/Projects/MedLands/index.htm       Royal and noble dynasties 
Forces War Records https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/       
Eupedia https://www.eupedia.com/       European history and genetics. 
Bible Search http://referencebible.org/topmenulibr.htm     
The Peerage http://www.thepeerage.com/      British and Continental peerage 
The Gatehouse http://www.gatehouse-gazetteer.info/      English and Welsh fortifications 
UK National Archives http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/    
British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/    
The Megalith Portal http://www.megalithic.co.uk/     
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Jerusalem 101 http://www.generationword.com/jerusalem101.html      Superb 
UK Genealogy Archives https://ukga.org/        Excellent reference 
World Bank Countries data https://data.worldbank.org/country    
The History Files http://www.historyfiles.co.uk/       Global history reference 
Luminarium http://www.luminarium.org/    Great collection of old English literature 
NationMaster http://www.nationmaster.com/     International data 
BBC History Trails http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/       Excellent collection 
Fab Pedigree http://fabpedigree.com/pedstart.htm      Vast collection of pedigrees 
Celtic Literature Collective http://www.maryjones.us/     Excellent collection but very specialized 
Anglo-Norman Castles http://www.castles99.ukprint.com/      Very comprehensive 
Scottish History http://www.scottishhistory.com/index.html      very comprehensive 
Scottish History Online http://www.scotshistoryonline.co.uk/index.html    
In Memory http://www.inmemories.com/index.htm    Commonwealth War Cemeteries 
Ancient Wales Studies http://www.ancientwalesstudies.org/index.html       Very specialized 
Royal, titled and common http://our-royal-titled-noble-and-commoner-ancestors.com/    Genealogy 
Almanach de Saxe Gotha  http://www.almanachdegotha.org/    Pedigrees 
Useful Charts   https://usefulcharts.com       Useful but not free. 
 

REGALIA 
Regalia Supplies NZ  http://www.regaliasupplies.co.nz/  
Masonic Exchange NZ  http://www.masonicexchange.co.nz/  
Robert Embroideries NZ  http://www.robertembroideries.co.nz/masonic-regalia.html  
Masonic Supply Shop US http://www.masonicsupplyshop.com/  
Lodgeroom Store  http://www.lodgeroomuk.com/         Online shopping regalia/books etc. 
 

GET TO KNOW YOURSELF 
Keirsey Temperament Sorter http://www.keirsey.com/ Personality test     
Typology Central  http://www.typologycentral.com/      
Brainmetrix   http://www.brainmetrix.com/  IQ Test    
Ihhp    http://www.ihhp.com/  Emotional intelligence  
Help Yourself   http://www.helpself.com/ Cognitive intelligence  
McGraw Hill education  https://highered.mheducation.com/ Links, etc.  
Queendom tests  https://www.queendom.com/tests/index.htm   
IQ Test. Com   http://iqtest.com/   
Self growth   http://www.selfgrowth.com/ Links  
Family Tree DNA  https://www.familytreedna.com/       This is where you go for DNA genes 
 

 A BIT OF FUN 
Atlas Obscura   http://www.atlasobscura.com/    Explore the unusual.  Entertaining facts.  
 

 

 

 

 

Here is the account by the famous surveyor, John Turnbull Turnbull Thomson, of his conversation with 
his Scots assistant Peter Lindsay on the summit of ‘The Dome’ in Southland. 
 

 “It was bitterly cold, but I proceeded with my observations till disturbed by the chatter of Lindsay’s 
teeth.  Turning round, I asked him what was the matter with him.  ‘Oh,’ said he, ‘hoo cauld it is!’  
‘Well, where is your coat?’ said I.  “Oh,’ said he, ‘it was sae hett below, I thought it wad hae been far 
hetter after we had climbed up sae near to the sun!’  I mention this incident as a curious example of 
a Scotchman’s idealisation.” 
 

It has been said that J.T.Thomson had not a shred of a sense of humour but it is hard to imagine that he 
could keep a straight face after that! 
 

 

U I 
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http://www.ancientwalesstudies.org/index.html
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https://www.queendom.com/tests/index.htm
http://iqtest.com/
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Whipping down a storm 
We have all heard of whipping up a storm, but never whipping down a storm.  Well, in 483 BC, the 
Persian king Xerxes sort of did that.  It was his grand plan to invade Greece, for starters, and bring 
Europe and Asia under one leadership.  To this end he built a pontoon bridge across the Hellespont, a 
distance of 650 metres.  The bridge consisted of boats lashed together with flax and papyrus cables, 
strong enough, he thought, to take the weight of his vast army, elephants, chariots and horses.  It was 
not to be, for a storm wrecked the bridge before the Persians got to use it.  Outraged and humiliated, 
Xerxes ordered the Hellespont to be flogged with 300 lashes and branded with hot irons!  He also 
ordered the constructors to be decapitated. 
 This episode is reminiscent of when the Celts went to war against the sea.  This was at a time 
when the Celts occupied lands on the eastern shore of the North Sea now taken up with Holland, 
north-west Germany and Denmark.  There was climate change going on at the time which resulted in 
rising sea levels and inundation of vast areas of land.  Even now it’s a bit puggy under foot.  But the 
Celts, instead of blaming the farmers and fossil fuels, declared war on the sea.  Forming up their vast 
armies they broke into a furious charge and slashed away at the sea with their long swords.  It didn’t 
work for them but, you never know, with more advanced weapons at our disposal, it might work now! 
 The mad Roman emperor Caligula was another who declared war on Neptune, god of the sea.  
His legions and artillery formed up on the seashore and victory having been proclaimed collected tons 
of sea shells to display in the victory parade.  It was a highly exaggerated clam, actually. 

 
 

Two Scots Masons lead the way 
 

The 17th Century saw the start of the Industrial Revolution in Britain.  New machines and new processes 
revolutionized manufacturing although, on the downside, hitherto independent craftsmen were turned into 
mere machine operators, a process that had actually started with the rise of capitalism during the Renaissance.  
Vital to the Industrial Revolution was the development of the country’s transport infrastructure which was still 
essentially medieval.  The first innovation was the canal system, followed by the railways and new and improved 
roads and this involved, as well as cutting channels and laying track, the building of tunnels, bridges, cuttings and 
embankments, wharves, stations, warehouses, in fact, whole new systems of transportation that had to be built 
to meet the challenges of Britain’s varied and complex terrain.  This often called for innovative and pioneering 
engineering.  Two of the great engineers who met the challenge both started their working lives as apprentice 
stonemasons.  Their engineering was to be of great benefit, not only to Britain, but to the far greater challenges 
that faced pioneers in other parts of the world. 

  Robert Mylne 
 

 Robert Mylne, born in Edinburgh 1733, was a Scottish architect and civil engineer, particularly 
remembered for his design for Blackfriars Bridge in London.  Mylne was descended from a family of architects 
and builders, and was the great-grandson of mason and architect Robert Mylne (1633–1710), remembered 
particularly for his work as the King's Master Builder at Holyrood Palace in Edinburgh. The younger Robert was 
born in Edinburgh, the son of Thomas Mylne, Edinburgh City Surveyor, and Deacon of the Incorporation of St 
Mary's Chapel, the main guild of masons in Edinburgh.  He was educated at the Royal High School from the ages 
of nine to fourteen, after which he was apprenticed to Daniel Wright, a wright, or carpenter, for six years. During 
this time he also learned stonemasonry from his father.  He undertook work for the Duke of Atholl at Blair Castle 
in Perthshire and was expected to take over the family business from his father. 
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 In autumn 1754, Mylne set off for mainland Europe on the "Grand Tour", to join his brother William, 
who had been studying in Paris for a year. They travelled through France together, mostly on foot and by boat, 
visiting Avignon and Marseille, from where they sailed to Civitavecchia. Again travelling on foot, they arrived in 
Rome in January 1755.  They made contact with Andrew Lumsden, secretary to James Stuart, the "Old 
Pretender", and Abbé Peter Grant, the Scots agent in Rome. The Mylnes were continually short of funds, and 
had a joint allowance from their father of just £45 a year. 

Mylne learned architectural and figure drawing, and studied the art of architectural ornament, under 
the direction of Giovanni Battista Piranesi. Piranesi, who had also taught Robert Adam, was a great influence on 
the young Mylne, and the two continued to correspond after the latter left Rome.  Mylne studied the Ancient 
Roman system of aqueducts, and began to take on paid work as a tutor himself.  In the spring of 1757, shortly 
after William had returned home, Mylne accompanied the diplomat Richard Phelps and antiquarian Matthew 
Nulty on a tour of Sicily. He produced sketches and measured drawings of the antiquities for a projected book, 
although this was never published. 

In 1758, Mylne decided to enter the triennial architecture competition, known as the Concorso 
Clementino, at the Accademia di San Luca (St Luke's Academy), the subject being a design for a public gallery. He 
prepared two sets of drawings over seven months, apparently rejecting the first, and submitting the latter. This, 
the winning design, was heavily influenced by French neoclassical architecture, which helped it to stand out 
against the field of mostly baroque entries.  On 6 September, all the entrants had to complete a prova, a drawing 
exercise under examination conditions, and on 18 September 1758, Mylne was awarded a silver medal, as the 
first Briton ever to win the competition. He was presented the award at a ceremony attended by twenty 
cardinals, as well as James Stuart, the Old Pretender, who was referred to in Rome as "King James III of England". 
The event was publicised by his family in Edinburgh and London, and he acquired the patronage of the Prince 
Altieri, who arranged for his election to the Academy.  Mylne left Rome in April 1759, travelling to Florence, 
where he was elected to the Academy of Art, then Venice, Brescia, and villas designed by Andrea Palladio. He 
then travelled through Germany to Rotterdam, arriving in London on 17 July 1759. 

 

  Blackfriars Bridge, London 
 

On his return to Britain, Mylne won the competition to design the new Blackfriars Bridge over the 
Thames in London, his design being chosen over those of established engineers, such as John Smeaton. He was 
appointed surveyor to the New River Company, which supplied drinking water to London, and Surveyor of the 
Fabric of St Paul's Cathedral, where he was responsible for maintaining the building designed by Sir Christopher 
Wren. Both positions he held for life. Mylne designed a number of country houses and city buildings, as well as 
bridges.  As his career progressed he concentrated more on engineering, writing reports on harbours and 
advising on canals, and appearing as an expert witness in lawsuits and trials. 

Mylne was one of the founder members, with John Smeaton, of the Society of Civil Engineers, the first 
engineering society in the world, established in 1771. He was also a founder of the Architects' Club, another 
early professional body, and regularly socialised with the eminent doctors, philosophers and scientists of his day. 
Known for his quick temper and for his integrity, Mylne had a strong sense of duty, and could be stubborn when 
he knew he was right. He had a reputation for being overbearing and for being, as they say, “full of himself.” This 
inflexibility and conceit made him unpopular with some, in an age when corruption was more widespread than 
today.  He died aged 78 and was buried in St Paul's Cathedral. 
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  Thomas Telford 

 
Thomas Telford (9 August 1757 – 2 September 1834) was a different sort of character.  He was a 

Scottish civil engineer, architect and stonemason, and a noted road, bridge and canal builder. After establishing 
himself as an engineer of road and canal projects in Shropshire, he designed numerous infrastructure projects in 
his native Scotland, as well as harbours and tunnels. Such was his reputation as a prolific designer of highways 
and related bridges, he was dubbed The Colossus of Roads (a pun on the Colossus of Rhodes), and, reflecting his 
command of all types of civil engineering in the early 19th century, he was elected as the first President of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, a post he retained for 14 years until his death. 

Telford was born on 9 August 1757 at Glendinning, a hill farm 3 miles east of Eskdalemuir Kirk, in the 
rural parish of Westerkirk, in Eskdale, Dumfriesshire. His father John Telford, a shepherd, died soon after 
Thomas was born. Thomas was raised in poverty by his mother Janet Jackson.  At the age of 14 he was 
apprenticed to a stonemason, and some of his earliest work can still be seen on the bridge across the River Esk 
in Langholm in the Scottish borders. He worked for a time in Edinburgh and in 1782 he moved to London where, 
after meeting architects Robert Adam and Sir William Chambers, he was involved in building additions to 
Somerset House there. Two years later he found work at Portsmouth dockyard and — although still largely self-
taught — was extending his talents to the specification, design and management of building projects. 

In 1787, through his wealthy patron William Pulteney, he became Surveyor of Public Works in 
Shropshire. Civil engineering was a discipline still in its infancy, so Telford was set on establishing himself as an 
architect. His projects included renovation of Shrewsbury Castle, the town's prison (during the planning of which 
he met leading prison reformer John Howard), the Church of St. Mary Magdalene, Bridgnorth and another 
church, St Michael, in Madeley. Called in to advise on a leaking roof at St Chad's Church Shrewsbury in 1788, he 
warned the church was in imminent danger of collapse; his reputation was made locally when it collapsed 3 days 
later, but he was not the architect for its replacement. 

 Buildwas bridge. 
 

As the Shropshire county surveyor, Telford was also responsible for bridges. In 1790 he designed a 
bridge carrying the London–Holyhead road over the River Severn at Montford, the first of some 40 bridges he 
built in Shropshire, including major crossings of the Severn at Buildwas, and Bridgnorth. The bridge at Buildwas 
was Telford's first iron bridge. He was influenced by Abraham Darby's bridge at Ironbridge, and observed that it 
was grossly over-designed for its function, and many of the component parts were poorly cast. By contrast, his 
bridge was 30 ft (10 m) wider in span and half the weight, although it now no longer exists. He was one of the 
first engineers to test his materials thoroughly before construction. As his engineering prowess grew, Telford 
was to return to this material repeatedly. 

In 1795 the bridge at Bewdley in Worcestershire was swept away in the winter floods and Telford was 
responsible for the design of its replacement. The same winter floods saw the bridge at Tenbury also swept 
away. This bridge across the River Teme was the joint responsibility of both Worcestershire and Shropshire and 
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the bridge has a bend where the two counties meet. Telford was responsible for the repair to the northern 
(Shropshire) end of the bridge. 

 Pontcysyllte Aqueduct. 
 

Telford's reputation in Shropshire led to his appointment in 1793 to manage the detailed design and 
construction of the Ellesmere Canal, linking the ironworks and collieries of Wrexham via the north-west 
Shropshire town of Ellesmere, with Chester, utilising the existing Chester Canal, and then the River Mersey. 
Among other structures, this involved the spectacular Pontcysyllte Aqueduct over the River Dee in the Vale of 
Llangollen, where Telford used a new method of construction consisting of troughs made from cast iron plates 
and fixed in masonry.  Extending for over 1,000 feet (300 m) with an altitude of 126 feet (38 m) above the valley 
floor, the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct consists of nineteen arches, each with a forty-five foot span. Being a pioneer in 
the use of cast-iron for large scaled structures, Telford had to invent new techniques, such as using boiling sugar 
and lead as a sealant on the iron connections. Eminent canal engineer William Jessop oversaw the project, but 
he left the detailed execution of the project in Telford's hands.  The same period also saw Telford involved in the 
design and construction of the Shrewsbury Canal. When the original engineer, Josiah Clowes, died in 1795, 
Telford succeeded him. One of Telford's achievements on this project was the design of Longdon-on-Tern 
Aqueduct, the cast-iron aqueduct at Longdon-on-Tern, pre-dating that at Pontcysyllte, and substantially bigger 
than the UK's first cast-iron aqueduct, built by Benjamin Outram on the Derby Canal just months earlier. The 
aqueduct is no longer in use, but is preserved as a distinctive piece of canal engineering.  The Ellesmere Canal 
was completed in 1805 and alongside his canal responsibilities, Telford's reputation as a civil engineer meant he 
was constantly consulted on numerous other projects. These included water supply works for Liverpool, 
improvements to London's docklands and the rebuilding of London Bridge (c.1800). 

 Caledonian Canal. 
 

Most notably, in 1801 Telford devised a master plan to improve communications in the Highlands of 
Scotland, a massive project that was to last some 20 years. It included the building of the Caledonian Canal along 
the Great Glen and redesign of sections of the Crinan Canal, some 920 miles (1,480 km) of new roads, over a 
thousand new bridges (including the Craigellachie Bridge), numerous harbour improvements (including works at 
Aberdeen, Dundee, Peterhead, Wick, Portmahomack and Banff), and 32 new churches. Telford also undertook 
highway works in the Scottish Lowlands, including 184 miles (296 km) of new roads and numerous bridges, 
ranging from a 112 ft (34 m) span stone bridge across the Dee at Tongueland in Kirkcudbright (1805–06) to the 
129 ft (39 m) tall Cartland Crags bridge near Lanark (1822). 

Telford was consulted in 1806 by the King of Sweden about the construction of a canal between 
Gothenburg and Stockholm. His plans were adopted and construction of the Göta Canal began in 1810. Telford 
travelled to Sweden at that time to oversee some of the more important initial excavations. 

During his later years, Telford was responsible for rebuilding sections of the London to Holyhead road, a 
task completed by his assistant of ten years, John MacNeill; today, much of the route is the A5 trunk road, 
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although the Holyhead Road diverted off the A5 along what is now parts of A45, A41 and A464 through the cities 
of Coventry, Birmingham and Wolverhampton. Between London and Shrewsbury, most of the work amounted 
to improvements. Beyond Shrewsbury, and especially beyond Llangollen, the work often involved building a 
highway from scratch. Notable features of this section of the route include the Waterloo Bridge across the River 
Conwy at Betws-y-Coed, the ascent from there to Capel Curig and then the descent from the pass of Nant 
Ffrancon towards Bangor. Between Capel Curig and Bethesda, in the Ogwen Valley, Telford deviated from the 
original road, built by Romans during their occupation of this area. 

 Menai Suspension Bridge 
 

On the island of Anglesey a new embankment across the Stanley Sands to Holyhead was constructed, 
but the crossing of the Menai Strait was the most formidable challenge, overcome by the Menai Suspension 
Bridge (1819–26). Spanning 580 feet (180 m), this was the longest suspension bridge of the time. Unlike modern 
suspension bridges, Telford used individually linked 9.5-foot (2.9 m) iron eye bars for the cables.  Telford also 
worked on the North Wales coast road between Chester and Bangor, including another major suspension bridge 
at Conwy, opened later the same year as its Menai counterpart. 

  Conwy Suspension Bridge 
 

Further afield Telford designed a road to cross the centre of the Isle of Arran. Named the 'String road', 
this route traverses bleak and difficult terrain to allow traffic to cross between east and west Arran avoiding the 
circuitous coastal route. His work on improving the Glasgow – Carlisle road, later to become the A74, has been 
described as "a model for future engineers." Telford improved on methods for the building of macadam roads by 
improving the selection of stone based on thickness, taking into account traffic, alignment and slopes. 

The punning nickname Colossus of Roads was given to Telford by his friend, the eventual Poet Laureate, 
Robert Southey. Telford's reputation as a man of letters may have preceded his fame as an engineer: he had 
published poetry between 1779 and 1784, and an account of a tour of Scotland with Southey. His will left 
bequests to Southey (who would later write Telford's biography), the poet Thomas Campbell (1777–1844) and to 
the publishers of the Edinburgh Encyclopædia (to which he had been a contributor).  In 1821, he was elected a 
foreign member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences. 

During his later years, Telford was responsible for rebuilding sections of the London to Holyhead road, a 
task completed by his assistant of ten years, John MacNeill; today, much of the route is the A5 trunk road, 
although the Holyhead Road diverted off the A5 along what is now parts of A45, A41 and A464 through the cities 
of Coventry, Birmingham and Wolverhampton. Between London and Shrewsbury, most of the work amounted 
to improvements. Beyond Shrewsbury, and especially beyond Llangollen, the work often involved building a 
highway from scratch. Notable features of this section of the route include the Waterloo Bridge across the River 
Conwy at Betws-y-Coed, the ascent from there to Capel Curig and then the descent from the pass of Nant 
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Ffrancon towards Bangor. Between Capel Curig and Bethesda, in the Ogwen Valley, Telford deviated from the 
original road, built by Romans during their occupation of this area. 

  Waterloo Bridge, Capel Curig. 
 

On the island of Anglesey a new embankment across the Stanley Sands to Holyhead was constructed, 
but the crossing of the Menai Strait was the most formidable challenge, overcome by the Menai Suspension 
Bridge (1819–26). Spanning 580 feet (180 m), this was the longest suspension bridge of the time. Unlike modern 
suspension bridges, Telford used individually linked 9.5-foot (2.9 m) iron eye bars for the cables.  Telford also 
worked on the North Wales coast road between Chester and Bangor, including another major suspension bridge 
at Conwy, opened later the same year as its Menai counterpart. 

Further afield Telford designed a road to cross the centre of the Isle of Arran. Named the 'String road', 
this route traverses bleak and difficult terrain to allow traffic to cross between east and west Arran avoiding the 
circuitous coastal route. His work on improving the Glasgow – Carlisle road, later to become the A74, has been 
described as "a model for future engineers."   Telford improved on methods for the building of macadam roads 
by improving the selection of stone based on thickness, taking into account traffic, alignment and slopes, 

The punning nickname ‘Colossus of Roads’ was given to Telford by his friend, the eventual Poet 
Laureate, Robert Southey. Telford's reputation as a man of letters may have preceded his fame as an engineer: 
he had published poetry between 1779 and 1784, and an account of a tour of Scotland with Southey. His will left 
bequests to Southey (who would later write Telford's biography), the poet Thomas Campbell (1777–1844) and to 
the publishers of the Edinburgh Encyclopædia (to which he had been a contributor). 

Many of Telford's projects were undertaken due to his role as a member of the Exchequer Bill Loan 
Commission, an organ set up under the Poor Employment Act of 1817, to help finance public work projects that 
would generate employment. 

On the 23rd August 1834 Telford was taken seriously ill and he died on the 2nd September. Telford was 
fondly remembered as a man of the most genial disposition and a delightful companion, his laugh was hearty 
and it was a pleasure to be in his company. 

Thomas Telford was buried in the nave of Westminster Abbey;  a statue was erected to him nearby, in St 
Andrew's Chapel adjoining the north transept. 
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A modern bridge.  The Samuel Becket Bridge, Dublin, by Spanish architect/engineer Santiago Calatrava. 
You will see that it is in the shape of a harp – a symbolic as well as a functional bridge. 
 

A new web site has been set up for the Great Priory of the Knights Templar 
in New Zealand. 

http://www.knightstemplar.org.nz/ 
Ctrl+click to follow link 

 
 

✠ 
A Christian Order affiliated to Freemasonry, descended from the medieval Crusading Order 

For information about the 

 Southland Preceptory No.6  
of the Masonic Knights Templar, including qualifications for joining, Contact:- 

 

Em.Kt.M.I.McGregor, PGSwdB.  Secretary 
Phone: 03 217 9038  Email: man.of.arden@gmail.com 

 

For the  

Otago Priory No.1 
Rt.Em.Kt.G.R.Watson. District Grand Prior.  Secretary 

Phone:  03 454 2533  Email: oldsquare@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

http://www.knightstemplar.org.nz/
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