
      

 Brother Grumpy’s  

Happening soon in Southland 
 

3 July 2017 
Brother Grumpy (VWBro.M.I.McGregor) at  man.of.arden@gmail.com 

 

Lodge Secretaries, please email your Notice Paper to the above email address. 

ALL MEETINGS ARE REGULAR MEETINGS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
 

Quick Reference Calendar for Southland District No.33 and selected neighbours 
date time lodge event place 

3 July 2.30 pm Switzers 223 Installation – W.Bro.B.N.Shaw Waikaia 

4 July 7.30 pm Winton 108 Pass – Bro. C. Findlater Winton 

5 July 7.30 pm Hercules 36 Pass – Bro. J. Rodger Tapanui 

6 July 7.00 pm Southland Masonic Char,Trust AGM Invercargill 

12 July 7.30 pm Remembrance 318 Initiate – Mr. Scott Taylor Invercargill 

13 July 7.30 pm Mokoreta 63 Simulated First Degree Wyndham 

13 July 7.30 pm Clinton 183 Emulated Third Degree Clinton 

18 July 7.30. pm Wallace 129 Initiate – Mr. Regie Mondido  and  Mr. Ariel Doton Otautau 

18 July 10.00 am Waverley 226 Speaker – Lorraine Isaacs Dunedin 

26 July 10.30 am Research Lodge Otago 161 What’s Happening in the World of School Leadership Dunedin 
 

 

 
 

 

Southern Division website http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv 
Lodge secretaries are invited to report their Lodge workings and news on this excellent site.  

It’s easy to do and heartily recommended

 

 

 

Lodge Switzers No.223 
 

The Installation of 

W.Bro. B. N. Shaw 
 as Master and Investiture of Officers 

by V.W.Bro.K.E.Broad, District Grand Master and Grand Lodge Officers 
 

 Monday 3 July 2017  
at 2.30pm. Visitors received at 3.45 pm 

Afternoon tea will be served on the lawn at 3.00 pm 
 

There will be a meal at the Waikaia Community Centre following the Installation Meeting. 
 

Masonic Hall, 27 Blaydon Street, Waikaia 
 

 

 

Lodge Winton No.108 
 

To pass  

Bro. Callum Findlater.  
 

Tuesday 4 July 2017  
7.30 pm  

 

Masonic Hall, Winton                       
 

 

mailto:man.of.arden@gmail.com
http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv


 

The Hercules Lodge No.36 
To Pass 

Bro. James Rodger 
 to the Second or Fellowcraft Degree  

Wednesday 5 July 2017 
7.30 pm  

Masonic Hall, Tapanui 
 

 

 

 

 

The Southland Masonic Charitable Trust 

  Annual General Meeting  
Thursday 6 July 2017 

 7.00 pm 
Southland Masonic Centre, 80 Forth Street, Invercargill 

 

 

 
 

The Lodge of Remembrance No.318 
 

To Initiate 

Mr. Scott William Taylor 
As an Entered Apprentice Freemason 

(Dispensation No.6271) 
 

Wednesday 12 July 2017 
1930 hrs 

 

Southland Masonic Centre, 80 Forth Street, Invercargill 
 

 

 

The Mokoreta Lodge No.63 
 

Simulated 1st Degree 
 

Thursday 13 July 2017 
7.30 pm 

 

Masonic Hall, Wyndham   
  

 

 

Lodge Clinton No.183 
 

Third Degree Emulation 
 

Thursday 13 July 2017 
 at 7.30pm  

 

 Masonic Hall, Main Road, Clinton 
 

 

 

The Wallace Lodge No.129 
 

To initiate 

Mr. Regie Mondido  and  Mr. Ariel Doton 
As Entered Apprentice Freemasons 

 

Tuesday 18 July 2017 
7.30 pm   

 

Masonic Hall, Otautau 



 

 

 

 

 

MID YEAR SOCIAL 
 

Guest Speaker 

 

Lorraine Isaacs 
TV Personality 

 

LADIES & FRIENDS INVITED 
 

TUESDAY  18  JULY 2017 
11.00 am 

 

LUNCH 
PLEASE  let Grant or Michael  know if you are staying for Lunch,  

$10 for a 2 Course Lunch,  
PLEASE  Contact;  Grant Watson  454 2533   Email =  oldsquare@xtra.co.nz 

Michael Robertson 455 1885 
 

 

 

 
Speaker 

Mr. Ross Norman 
Head of College of Education, Otago University 

Wednesday 26 July 2017 
10.30 am 

Lunch at Noon 
Masonic Centre, Manor Place, Dunedin 

 
 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
 

The Lodge of Remembrance No.318 

The Research Lodge of Southland No.415 

Presents 
The ANZMRC Lecture Tour – featured Lectures for 2017 

This Lecture will be hosted by The Lodge of Remembrance No.318 
Arranged by The Research Lodge of Southland No.415 

 
Founded by ANZAC POW’s 

also 



by 

W.Bro.John Belton (UGLE) 
ANZMRC Touring Lecturer 

 

Wednesday 6 September 2017 
 

Southland Masonic Centre, 80 Forth Street, Invercargill 
 

 

 

The ANZMRC Lecture Tour – featured Lectures for 2017 

Also another lecture 

by 

W.Bro.John Belton (UGLE) 
ANZMRC Touring Lecturer 

 

Thursday 7 September 2017 
7.30 pm 

 

Masonic Centre, Manor Place, Dunedin 
 

 

 

Lodge Celtic No. 477 ( SC)  

 

 

 Saturday 16 September  2017  
The re-dedication meeting at 2pm  

 

The dinner $40 pp      Partners welcome                 
 To register contact Bruce on celtic447.150@gmail.com to request registration form 

 

Masonic Hall, Manor Place, Dunedin  
 

 

 

SOUTHLAND MASONIC CENTRE 
 

Contact details 
  

Building Ph: 03 2183392 
Maree’s Cell Ph: +64 20 41448263 

E-Mail:-  info@masoniccentre.org.nz 
Postal address  

Invercargill Masonic Heritage Building Charitable Trust 
80 Forth St.    P.O.Box 86  

Invercargill 9810 
  

 
 

Lodge Secretaries – click on the following link to watch a video on how to enter information on the Southern Division 
web site:-      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-bAxxtiUNA 

Click on the attached link to watch the Grand Master’s recent TV interview 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hScdIoH8F0 

mailto:celtic447.150@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-bAxxtiUNA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hScdIoH8F0


 

NEW MASTER MASONS – ENTRY LEVEL MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Research Lodge of Southland has an Entry Level Membership Category for new Master Masons. 
 
A Brother who has been a Master Mason for less than 5 years from the date of his Initiation can join the 
Research Lodge of Southland (no entry fee) and enjoy the privileges of membership (except for holding office) 
for 5 years at a fixed rate of dues of $20 per year. 

Contact  VWBro.Martin McGregor.   man.of.arden@gmail.com   Phone: 03 217 9038 
 

 
 

Masonic Education Builds > Masonic Retention > Masonic Understanding 
 

A new paper on ‘The Point within a Circle’ Copies of the paper is available via email. Contact 
V.W.Bro.McGregor 
 

V.W.Bro.M.I.McGregor.  Southland District Education Advisor. 
man.of.arden@gmail.com – gets you to the Southland Masonic Education HUB. 
 

 
Masonic Knowledge 

 

THE DIGITAL MENTOR  - A SOUTHLAND DISTRICT MASONIC EDUCATION HUB PUBLICATION 
 

Available now:- 

VEDA 1 – The Point within a Circle 
VEDA 2 -  TEMPLE 
 
 

MASONIC WEB SITES 

To seek for that which can be found 
 

Left click anywhere on link address, then Ctrl + click to follow link 
Masonic web sites with useful information, papers, and further web links 

ONLY REALLY USEFUL SITES ARE LISTED 
(If you reach a site using your default browser or link, you can place a shortcut on your home wallpaper if you 

wish.  Right click on page – select ‘Create Shortcut’ – left click and confirm.) 
This is a directory in progress – keep looking for additions 

 

Freemasons New Zealand http://freemasonsnz.org/ 
Grand Lodge NZ Education Pillar   http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php 
Southern Division website http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv 
Freemasons New Zealand Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons/     NEW 
Partners in Freemasonry (GLNZ) Facebook page      https://www.facebook.com/partnersinfreemasonry/  NEW 
Australian and New Zealand Masonic Research Council -ANZMRC http://www.anzmrc.org/ 
Grand Lodge of Ireland  http://www.freemason.ie 
Grand Lodge of Scotland: http://www.grandlodgescotland.com/ 
Unfortunately, the United Grand Lodge of England web site is not fruitful 
Masonic Info   http://www.masonicinfo.com/   (Excellent Masonic site with much about anti-
masonry) 
Freemasonry 101  http://freemasonry-101.com/ 
Masonic Dictionary  http://www.masonicdictionary.com/ 
Masonic Lodge of Education http://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/ 
Freemasons-Freemasonry http://www.freemasons-freemasonry.com/   (This is the famous Pietre-Stones 
web site – arguably the world’s best Masonic web site) 
Freemasonry.fm  http://www.freemasonry.fm/ 

mailto:man.of.arden@gmail.com
http://freemasonsnz.org/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv
https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons/
https://www.facebook.com/partnersinfreemasonry/
http://www.anzmrc.org/
http://www.freemason.ie/
http://www.grandlodgescotland.com/
http://www.masonicinfo.com/
http://freemasonry-101.com/
http://www.masonicdictionary.com/
http://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/
http://www.freemasons-freemasonry.com/
http://www.freemasonry.fm/


Masonic Awareness at the Speed of Light- MATSOL http://www.matsol.info/ 
Grand Lodge of British Columbia and Yukon  http://www.freemasonry.bcy.ca/symbolism/ 
Lewis Masonic (publishers) Videos   http://www.lewismasonic.co.uk/ 
Masonic Lodge Info  http://www.masonic-lodge.info/ 
The Masonic Trowel  http://www.themasonictrowel.com/ 
University of Bradford – Web of Hiram  http://www.bradford.ac.uk/webofhiram/     Superb 
Phoenix Masonry  http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/  

Linford Lodge of Research http://www.linfordresearch.info/ 
York Rite   http://www.yorkrite.com/     
Mason Smart   http://www.masonsmart.com/ 
Freemasonry Today magazine http://www.freemasonrytoday.com/   (UGLE:  view back issues) 
MQ Magazine   http://www.mqmagazine.co.uk/ (back issues) 
Centro Ibérico de Estudios Masónicos  http://www.cienmas.org/   Spanish site in English 
Masonic Source Book  http://www.masonicsourcebook.com/ 
DMOZ    https://www.dmoz.org/  Links only 
Southern California Lodge of Research  http://www.theresearchlodge.org/ 
The Masons   http://www.themasons.org.nz 
Lodge Devotion No.723 (GVic) http://www.lodgedevotion.net  (excellent ANZAC site)   NEW 
Lodge St.Patrick No.468  (IC) http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz          NEW 
Paul M Bessel’s Homepage http://bessel.org/homepage.htm NEW    Famous site 
Masonic Encyclopedia  http://masonicencyclopedia.com/ NEW 
Masonic Library and Museum Association http://www.masoniclibraries.org/    NEW 
Masonic Service Association of North America  http://www.msana.com        NEW 
Freemasonry Matters  http://www.thefraternity.info  NEW 
 

GENERAL REFERENCE 
Internet Sacred Text Archive http://www.sacred-texts.com/index.htm NEW    Huge collection 
Jerusalem 101   http://www.generationword.com/jerusalem101.html NEW 
Jewish Encyclopaedia  http://jewishencyclopedia.com/  NEW 
 

REGALIA 
Regalia Supplies NZ  http://www.regaliasupplies.co.nz/ NEW 
Masonic Exchange NZ  http://www.masonicexchange.co.nz/ NEW 
Robert Embroideries NZ  http://www.robertembroideries.co.nz/masonic-regalia.html NEW 
Masonic Supply Shop US http://www.masonicsupplyshop.com/ NEW 
 

GET TO KNOW YOURSELF 
Keirsey Temperament Sorter http://www.keirsey.com/ Personality test    NEW 
Typology Central  http://www.typologycentral.com/     NEW 
Brainmetrix   http://www.brainmetrix.com/  IQ Test   NEW 
Ihhp    http://www.ihhp.com/  Emotional intelligence NEW 
Help Yourself   http://www.helpself.com/ Cognitive intelligence NEW 
McGraw Hill education  https://highered.mheducation.com/ Links, etc. NEW 
Queendom tests  https://www.queendom.com/tests/index.htm  NEW 
IQ Test. Com   http://iqtest.com/  NEW 
Self growth   http://www.selfgrowth.com/ Links NEW 
 

 

 

Management is doing things right; leadership is doing the right things. 
 Peter Drucker 

 

U I 

 

Who invented Cat’s Eyes? 
 

The story of cat’s eyes goes back to 1930’s England when a small-time roading contractor, Percy Shaw, 
began reflecting on what could be done to make roads safer.  He noticed how cat’s eyes glowed 
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brilliantly in the headlights and set about designing a devise that would replicate that effect.  The 
resultant ‘Cat’s Eye” consisted of four glass marbles – two facing each way – set in a sturdy metal 
housing, which in turn was set in a metal well.  The reflectors were self-cleansing because the housing 
was made to compress into the well when run over by a vehicle, the well having filled with rain water.   
 The new Cat’s Eyes worked like a dream and Shaw founded Reflecting Roadstuds Limited in 
Halifax in 1935 in anticipation of mass production.  Initially sales were disappointing but the advent of 
blackout in WW2 well and truly showed up the value of Cat’s Eyes.  After the war, Britain had a Labour 
government and James Callaghan, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Transport, saw through 
the installation of Cat’s Eyes on a national scale, as well as Zebra Crossings.  Cheap and easy to install, 
Cat’s Eyes did wonders for British road safety and were adopted throughout the world. 
 Which reminds me, the pathetic cheap excuses for Cat’s Eyes on the Invercargill to Bluff 
highway need replacing with something a lot better. 
 

 

What is Circumambulation? 
 

A:  In the centre of the lodge room is an altar on which resides the Holy Book (or Scriptures).  Early man 
circled these altars, on which burned the sacrificial fires which connected him to his Creator.   
Beginning in the East toward the West by way of the South, circumambulation was a part of all 
religious observances.   
 

It was performed in the ceremonies of ancient Egypt and down through thousands of other ceremonies 
throughout history. When the candidate first circles the lodge room about the altar, he is walking step 
by step in the same footsteps of every shade of man who has ever existed on Earth, each of whom 
have worshipped the Most High by this form of humble imitation. 
 

Circumambulation is not a mere parade or "ring-around-the-rosy", but represents a ceremony of 
sacred significance, linking each and every man who takes part in it with the spiritual aspirations  and 
communion with our Creator, sought by our ancestors, too, long before us.  
 

Circumambulation teaches us that no single man, alone, without a true and trusted friend in whom he 
can confide, can always, unfailingly find his way home.  Freemasonry teaches us that we live and walk 
by faith, not by sight; and the understanding of that fact is the beginning of wisdom.  
 

In life, as in the lodge, we must walk upright, in humble submission, trust our Guide, (our Creator), 
learn His ways, follow Him and fear no danger. 
 
Pirated from Lodge Waverley No.226 Summons.   TVM  (Ta Very Much) 
 

 

The Russians are Coming 
By V.W.Bro.M.I.McGregor 

 

On the night of 16 February 1873, the Russian ironclad Kaskowiski slipped into Waitemata Harbour, off 
Auckland, the largest city in the British colony of New Zealand. She found a British warship at anchor, 
and sent a 'submarine pinnace' to disable its crew by means of a 'mephitic water-gas' so that their ship 
could be taken. Having done this, the guns of both ships were trained on the city. The Russian captain 
began to land his marines on shore, with orders to occupy the armoury and all telegraph stations 
within 40 miles, as well the banks at Grahamstown, which serviced the nearby goldfields. The Russians 
began rounding up prominent citizens and colonial officials, holding them at gunpoint in the Provincial 
Council Chamber. Vice-Admiral Herodskoff demanded a ransom of £250,000, or else he would give 
orders to burn Auckland to the ground. Eventually, a bit over half that sum was handed over. The 
Kaskowiski sailed away, leaving the provincial capital under the guns of the captured ship. The Daily 
Southern Cross, which reported this shocking news the morning after, screamed out: 'WHERE IS THE 
BRITISH NAVY?' 
 This was FAKE NEWS perpetrated by the editor of the Daily Southern Cross.  The name of the 
fictitious Russian ship ‘Kaskowiski’ – Cask o’ Whisky – should have given it away but, whilst the citizens 



of Auckland soon realized the hoax, the story was widely believed and caused panic at the time.  The 
editor was trying to point out the complete lack of defences to the Waitemata Harbour but what was 
really needed was defence against him!  This was the first ‘Russian Scare’, a prank, but there was a 
more serious one later, or seemingly so. 
 At North Head, at the entrance to Auckland’s Waitemata Harbour, there is an impressive 
military complex consisting of a barracks, signal station, pill boxes, gun emplacements, tunnels and 
underground magazines, guard rooms, engine rooms, communications centre, fire control and 
observation posts.  Construction of these defences followed a ‘Russian Scare’ of 1877, when Russian 
declared war on Turkey, far too close for comfort to New Zealand, but commenced in earnest in 1885.  
Also, in 1885, to arm this complex and others, the New Zealand Government bought 10 Armstrong BL 
8-inch (range 4 miles) and 13 Armstrong BL 6-inch (range 3 miles) guns, some mounted on 
“disappearing” carriages.  In addition, there were 11 RML 7-inch and 9 RML 64-pdr Mk.3 guns.  The 
Government also ordered four Thorneycroft Class-2 torpedo boats.  
 A total of 17 forts were constructed and armed in New Zealand for a total cost of 160,000 
pounds, in response to the ‘Russian Scare’ or, I should say, scares.  So, what was this all about? 
 Russia, like Britain and France, was in the business of empire building but unlike Britain and 
France, who had big bits and little bits scattered throughout the globe, the Russians were intent on 
expanding their own borders and bringing lots of small regions into one big unit.  Even so, the Russians 
sold Alaska to the USA for entirely pragmatic reasons.  Another Russian ambition was to recapture 
Constantinople from the Turks as well as Christian countries, such as Armenia, that had fallen under 
the Turkish yoke.  The Russians also considered themselves to be the rightful guardians and protectors 
of the Christians of the Levant and the sacred places of the Holy Land of Palestine.   To the Russians, 
this was their Christian duty, a crusade, and they could not understand why other Christian nations 
opposed it. 
 The first of the Russian Scares was the war of 1877.   The Russo-Turkish War of 1877–78 was a 
conflict between the Ottoman Empire and the Eastern Orthodox coalition led by the Russian Empire 
and composed of Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia, and Montenegro. Fought in the Balkans and in the 
Caucasus, it originated in emerging 19th-century Balkan nationalism. Additional factors included 
Russian hopes of recovering territorial losses suffered during the Crimean War, re-establishing itself in 
the Black Sea and supporting the political movement attempting to free Balkan nations from the 
Ottoman Empire.  The Russian-led coalition won the war. As a result, Russia succeeded in claiming 
several provinces in the Caucasus, namely Kars and Batum, and also annexed the Budjak region. The 
principalities of Romania, Serbia, and Montenegro, each of whom had had de facto sovereignty for 
some time, formally proclaimed independence from the Ottoman Empire.  Why this war should have 
been of any concern to New Zealand, let alone a scare, is a mystery, especially considering that Britain 
did not take sides and, in fact, ended up with Cyprus.  Ah, but we are forgetting New Zealand’s 
irresponsible newspaper editors and their propensity for ‘inventive’ journalism. 
 The ‘real’ Russian scare came in 1885.  For decades the Imperial Russian Army had been 
operating east of the Caspian Sea gradually picking off small khanates and incorporating them into the 
Russian Empire.  Then, by 1878, the Russians were inching towards Afghanistan, a large country but 
one which was poorly defined both geographically and politically.  In 1878 the Russians sent a 
diplomatic mission to Kabul, prompting the British to do the same.  However, the Afghans prevented 
the British diplomats from entering the country, prompting the Second Afghan War of 1878-1880.  The 
British won and they extorted an agreement that Afghan foreign policy was to be controlled by the 
British.  This agreement brought Afghanistan well and truly into the Asian power struggle between 
Britain and Russia known as the “Great Game.” 
 On September 10, 1885 the Delimitation Protocol between Great Britain and Russia was signed 
in London. The protocol defined the boundary from the Oxus to the Harirud. The Afghan Boundary 
Commission agreed that Russia would relinquish the farthest territory captured in their advance, but 
retain Panjdeh. The agreement delineated a permanent northern Afghan frontier at the Amu Darya, 
with the loss of a large amount of territory, especially around Panjdeh.  This left the border east of Lake 
Zorkul in the Wakhan region to be defined. This territory was claimed by China, Russia and Afghanistan. 
In the 1880s, the Afghans had advanced north of the lake to the Alichur Pamir.  In 1891, Russia sent a 
military force to this area and its commander, Yanov, ordered the British Captain Francis 
Younghusband to leave Bozai Gumbaz in the Little Pamir. The Russians claimed that because they had 



annexed the Khanate of Kokand they had a claim over the Pamirs.  Afghanistan claimed that the region 
never paid tribute to Kokand and was independent, so having annexed it the region was theirs. The 
British claimed that this was a breach of the Anglo-Russian Agreement of 1873. Unfortunately for 
Britain, the Indian government pointed out that Bozai Gumbaz was not included in the Agreement and 
so it was in an undefined zone. Bozai Gumbaz had not appeared on the Russian map as being in 
Wakhan. Additionally, the British became aware that Younghusband had mistakenly entered Russian 
territory near Kara Kul and could have been arrested by the administrator there.  Yanov offered a 
verbal apology if he had mistakenly entered the Wakhan territory, and the Russian government 
proposed a joint survey to agree on a border.  In 1892, the British sent Charles Murray, 7th Earl of 
Dunmore to the Pamirs to investigate. Britain was concerned that Russia would take advantage of 
Chinese weakness in policing the area to gain territory.  Murray was engaged in some form of 
diplomacy or espionage but the matter is not clear, and in 1893 reached agreement with Russia to 
demarcate the rest of the border, a process completed in 1895. 
 The real scare happened when General Komarov, who was governor of the Transcaspian Oblast, 
went south to Serakhs and expelled a Persian garrison in the east side of the Hari-Rud. They then 
occupied Pul-i-Khatun 40 miles south in Afghan territory. Later they occupied the pass or canyon at 
Zulfikar and a place called Ak Robat about 50 miles east. On the east side, the Sarik Turkomans of 
Yoloten submitted in May 1884 but their kinsmen at Panjdeh refused, saying that they were subjects of 
the Amir of Kabul. In response the Afghans sent troops to Bala Murgabh and in June began building a 
fort at the north end of Panjdeh at the mouth of the Kushk River which they called Ak-Tepe or White 
Hill. The Russians thought the British encouraged the Afghans to do this. The British and Afghans 
claimed that the people of Panjdeh had always paid tribute to the Afghans or whoever controlled 
Herat. The Russians claimed that Panjdeh had never been garrisoned and that its people were part of a 
tribe that had submitted to Russia. On November 8 Lumsden arrived at Serakhs with 250 Sepoys and 
200 Bengal Lancers, having crossed little-known country in Baluchistan. Komarov avoided meeting him, 
having more serious things to do. In mid-November Komarov made a threatening movement up the 
Murghab toward Panjdeh and more Afghan troops were moved up. Russia built an advanced post at 
Sanduk Kuchan on the Murghab.  Alikhanov went to talk to the Ak Tepe commander but was driven 
away with threats. The Afghans sent a detachment to occupy Sary Yazy ten miles south of the Russian 
outpost. 

Things remained quiet for a few months. In February 1885 the Russians occupied a post 3 miles 
south of Sary Yazy.  Lumsden advised the Afghans to withdraw further south. Russia next built a fort at 
Kazyl Tepe (‘Red Hill’) about 2 miles south of Ak Tepe and a mile south of Pul-i-Khishty (“Brick Bridge”) 
across the Kushk. On March 25 General Komarov arrived at Kazyl Tepe with 1500 men. Two days later 
they advanced, apparently trying to provoke the Afghans into firing first. On March 30, 1885 they 
captured Ak Tepe with a reported loss of 900 Afghans and 11 Russians. The news reached England on 
April 7 and preparations for war were begun. On April 27 Gladstone asked the Commons for a credit of 
11 million pounds (4.5 for Sudan and the rest for Russia). The Czar suggested arbitration and 
negotiations, which the British accepted. The crisis was partly averted by the wisdom of the Amir of 
Afghanistan who was then at Rawalpindi talking to the British. Having no wish to see two foreign 
armies fighting in his country, when told of Panjdeh he pretended to see it as a mere border skirmish. 
In mid-summer Lord Salisbury replaced Gladstone, which may have made British threats more credible. 
By September 10 it was roughly agreed that Russia would keep Panjdeh, give up Zulfikar and that the 
border would be approximately where it is now. The border commissioners started at Zulfikar on 
November 10, reached the Murghab by Christmas and went into winter quarters. In 1886 the line was 
run from the Murghab to the Oxus. Some minor problems had to be cleaned up by diplomats and the 
final protocol was signed on July 22, 1887. Persia somehow retained the Atak country northwest of 
Serakhs into which Russian patrols had penetrated. 

Britain did not aid Afghanistan as was required by the Treaty of Gandamak, leading the Amir to 
believe that he could not rely on the British in the face of Russian aggression. Tensions between Russia 
and Britain were eased when Russia's foreign minister Nikolay Girs and its ambassador to London 
Baron de Staal set up an agreement in 1887 which established a buffer zone in Central Asia. Russian 
diplomacy thereby won grudging British acceptance of its expansionism. In 1890 Russia founded 
Kushka at the south end of the new territory and in 1901 connected it by rail to Merv. Kushka 
remained the southernmost settlement in the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union. 



So there, in far more detail than you probably wanted or needed, was the ‘Russian Scare’ – a 
niggle between Russia and Britain over the Afghan border.  Both sides were anxious to prevent military 
confrontation and the Tsar intervened more than once in the interest of peace.  So what had this to do 
with New Zealand.  Answer – precisely nothing!  Although the British had advised the New Zealand 
Government to build some defences to the Waitemata Harbour, it was only in a general sense and also, 
one can well imagine, in the hope of selling some guns.  In fact, the Brits did very well out of it. 

It was not just New Zealand that got the wind up, Australia also got caught up in the Russian 
Scare fever.  In fact, the Australians convinced themselves that they would be Russia’s first target!  The 
fortifications and guns at Middle Head, Sydney, were partly a response to a perceived Russian threat.  
Even the government of South Australia went into panic mode.  The Russians must have been rolling in 
the aisles with amusement over the absurdity of it all.   

It goes to show that the clowns have been running the circus for a very long time. 
 
Would the North Head fortifications have been effective?   Bearing in mind that there was also a large 
battery at Bastion Point (since buried under the Michael Joseph Savage memorial), the answer is – YES.  
In 1885, warships were at a low point of design and construction.  At best they were unexceptional, at 
worst next to useless.  Most were only good for bullying people who could not fight back – gunboat 
diplomacy.  Most were ironclads, which meant they were sheathed with iron over a traditional timber 
frame.  Armoured protection was confined to the beltline, a band above and below sea level.  Most 
warships were coal-fired steamers but they had a full expanse of sail in order to achieve range, but 
they were slow, able to achieve no more than 15 knots and often much less.  They were also small, 
usually less than 15,000 tons.  They were well armed with large guns but, in many cases, the guns were 
mounted in fixed positions in a line of gun ports on a gun deck running from bow to stern in the 
traditional way.  Some, however, had revolving gun turrets or semi-movable sponsons.  Some British 
ironclads even had traditional gilded windows to the captain’s quarters!  Warship design greatly 
improved from 1890 onwards. 
 At the time of the ‘Russian Scare’ the most powerful warships in the world were the Italian 
battleships Duilio and Enrico Dandolo, each mounting four 17.7-in guns in two turrets and powered by 
twin screw vertical compound engines and no sails.  Displacement was 12,264 tons and they could 
reach 15 knots.  Most other warships were far less powerful but, interestingly, the Chinese had two 
very powerful and modern battleships in the Chen Yuan and Ting Yuan, built by Stettiner Vulcan AG, 
Germany.  These Chinese ships had beautifully clean lines, were well armoured and mounted four 12-in 
Krupp guns in two turrets amidships and two 6-in guns in two turrets at the bow and stern, six 1-in 
guns and three torpedo tubes.  Displacement was only 7,670 tons and they could steam at 15.7 knots, 
no sails. 
 Typical of the Imperial Russian Navy’s Pacific fleet, based mainly at Vladivostok, was the 
Admiral General and the Gerzog Edinburski (Duke of Edinburgh!) cruisers.  Ships such as these might 
have attacked Auckland had the Russians the slightest intention of doing so.  The General Admiral was 
an ironclad steamer cruiser (the first in the world) with a large expanse of sail.  Displacement was 5,031 
tons and she could achieve only 12.3 knots. She mounted six 8-in guns in waistline sponsons amidships 
and two 6-in guns. Because of her configuration, she could only bring three 8-in guns and one 6-in gun 
to bear on a single target at one time and the guns restricted elevation meant that she could not 
deliver effective plunging fire or easily attack elevated targets such as North Head.  
 Also serving with the IRN in the Pacific was the battleship Kniaz Pojarski of 5,138 tons (11.7 
knots), armed with eight 9-in guns in fixed broadside.  One or more battleships of the Kreml class were 
also based in the Pacific, of 4000 tons (9 knots), they mounted eight 3.4-in guns, six 6-in guns and eight 
8-in guns, all in fixed broadside.  As can be appreciated from the displacement figures, none of these 
Russian ships was large and none of them had gun turrets or modern gunnery control systems.   
Officially called at the time the “Siberian Military Flotilla”, the Russian ships would have been very 
vulnerable to sinking or critical damage if exposed to fire from competently handled shore batteries 
such as at North Head.  There is no reason to doubt the proficiency of the New Zealand gunners.  As 
the British and French found out at the Dardanelles, shore batteries could sink battleships with ease.   
On the other hand, by the time of WWI, the North Head guns would have been outranged. 
 But, even had the Russians the fire power, to send warships as far as New Zealand and Australia 
would have been a logistical nightmare.  Unlike the French and British, who had been collecting islands 



all over the world on which to base coaling stations, the Russians had no coaling stations outside Russia 
whatsoever, relying entirely on “friendly” powers to refuel at theirs. 
 In total, however, it is nothing short of astonishing that a border dispute in a remote part of the 
world, settled amicably and with a great measure of common sense by Britain and Russia and sound 
local knowledge on the part of the Afghans, should have panicked New Zealand and Australia into 
spending big bucks on coastal defences in the expectation that Russian warships were about to appear 
on the horizon!  The British, who could easily have put the matter into perspective for the benefit of 
their colonial cousins, did nothing to disabuse them of their misconceptions so as to make a handsome 
sale of British guns and other military equipment! 
 Although one can see the funny side, let us also not forget a certain newspaper editor and 
creator of FAKE NEWS.  It is clowns like that editor that can actually cause wars, heart attacks at the 
very least.  I believe an appropriate punishment for such stupidity in those days was a public kick up 
the backside from the Mayor, but this appears not to have been done.   In fact, the ‘Russian Scare’ 
business was ramped up by the sensationalist press to such an extent that the whole nation was 
misled.   


