
      

 Brother Grumpy’s  

Happening soon in Southland 
 

6 May 2017 
Brother Grumpy (VWBro.M.I.McGregor) at  man.of.arden@gmail.com 

 

Lodge Secretaries, please email your Notice Paper to the above email address. 
 

Quick Reference Calendar for Southland District No.33 and selected neighbours 
date time lodge event place 

11 May 7.30 pm Mokoreta 63 50-year Service Badge – W.Bro.Sandy Trotter   Ladies Wyndham 

11 May 7.30 pm Clinton 108 First and Second Tracing Boards   Tyled Clinton 

16 May 7.30 pm Wallace 129 60-year Bar – Bro.W.L.S.Thomson    GL  HAGGIS NICHT Otautau 

16 May 10.30 am Waverley 226 Working Tools of the Three Degrees  + social   Dunedin 

17 May 7.30 pm Fortitude 64 Raise – Bro.C.Gabriel   Tyled    GL Bluff 

18 May 7.00 pm St.John 94 Install – Bro.B.A.Dockerty   Tyled   GL Invercargill 

23 May 7.30 pm Hiram 46 Second Degree exemplification    Tyled Dunedin 
 

 

Southern Division website http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv 

Lodge secretaries are invited to report their Lodge workings and news on this excellent site.  It’s easy 

to do and heartily recommended.  ALL Masons will find visits to this site interesting and pleasurable. 
 

 

 

  300th Anniversary   
The Premier Grand Lodge of England was founded on 24 June 1717 (St. John the 

Baptist’s Day) as the Grand Lodge of London and Westminster, later calling itself the 
Grand Lodge of England. 

   

 

 

Thee Mokoreta Lodge No.63 
 

Presentation of 50-Year Service Badge and Certificate 

W.Bro. Sandy Trotter  
 

Thursday 11 May 2017. 
 7.30 pm 

 

Ladies, Brethren and friends are invited  
Masonic Hall, Wyndham 

 

 

 

Lodge Clinton No.183 
 

Presentation 

Explanation of the First and Second Tracing Boards 
 

Thursday 11 May 2017 
7.30 pm 

 

Masonic Hall, Clinton 
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The Wallace Lodge No.129 
 

Presentation of 60-Year Service Bar 

Bro.W.L.S.Thomson 
Followed by 

 

 

Tuesday 16 May 2017 
7.30 pm 

 

Masonic Hall, Otautau 
 

 

 

Lodge Waverley No.226 
 

The Working Tools of the 3 Degrees 
Followed by a discussion on the Tools and their meanings 

 

TUESDAY 16 MAY 2017 
Tyling 10.30 am = VISITORS 11.00 am 

 

LUNCH 

PLEASE let Grant or Michael know if you are staying for Lunch, =    $10 for a 2 Course Lunch,  
 

PLEASE  Contact;     Grant Watson 454 2533   e’mail =  oldsquare@xtra.co.nz 
 

By  SUNDAY  -  14 May   =  Thanks 
 

 

 

The Fortitude Lodge No.64 
 

To Raise 

 Bro.Carlo Gabriel 
To the Sublime Degree of Master Mason 

By the Worshipful Master and Brethren of the Lodge 
 

Wednesday 17 May 2017 
7.30 pm 

 

Masonic Hall, Bluff 
 

 

 

Lodge St. John No.94 
 

The Installation of 

Brother B.A.Dockerty 
As master and Investiture of Officers 

 

Thursday 18 May 2017 
7.15 pm 

 

Southland Masonic Centre, 80 Forth Street, Invercargill 
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The Hiram Lodge No.46 
 

Exemplification of the Second Degree. 
 

Tuesday 23 May 2017 
7.30 pm 

 

Lodge Room, Masonic Centre, Manor Place, Dunedin 
 

  

 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
 

The Lodge of Remembrance No.318 
The Research Lodge of Southland No.415 

Presents 
The ANZMRC Lecture Tour – featured Lectures for 2017 

This Lecture will be hosted by The Lodge of Remembrance No.318 
Arranged by The Research Lodge of Southland No.415 

Freemasonry in the Gallipoli Campaign 
Two short but very interesting lectures by 

W.Bro.John Belton  (UGLE) 
ANZMRC Touring Lecturer 

6 September 2017 
Southland Masonic Centre, 80 Forth Street, Invercargill 

 

 

 

SOUTHLAND MASONIC CENTRE 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

 

THE LOCKS TO THE BUILDING WILL BE CHANGED AT THE END OF MAY.  

LODGES TO REGISTER APPROVED KEY HOLDERS (2 PER LODGE) AND KEY 

HOLDERS TO SURRENDER KEYS FOR MODIFICATION. 

 
Contact details 

  

Building Ph: 03 2183392 
Maree’s Cell Ph: +64 20 41448263 

E-Mail:-  info@masoniccentre.org.nz 
Postal address  

Invercargill Masonic Heritage Building Charitable Trust 
80 Forth St P.O.Box 86  

Invercargill 9810 
  

 

 
 

 

NEW MASTER MASONS – ENTRY LEVEL MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Research Lodge of Southland has an Entry Level Membership Category for new Master Masons. 
 

A Brother who has been a Master Mason for less than 5 years from the date of his Initiation can join the 
Research Lodge of Southland (no entry fee) and enjoy the privileges of membership (except for holding office) 
for 5 years at a fixed rate of dues of $20 per year. 

Contact  VWBro.Martin McGregor.   man.of.arden@gmail.com   Phone: 03 217 9038 
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Masonic Education Builds > Masonic Retention > Masonic Understanding 
 

A new paper on ‘The Point within a Circle’ Copies of the paper is available via email. Contact 
V.W.Bro.McGregor 
 

V.W.Bro.M.I.McGregor.  Southland District Education Advisor. 
man.of.arden@gmail.com – gets you to the Southland Masonic Education HUB. 
 

 
Masonic Knowledge 

 

THE DIGITAL MENTOR  - A SOUTHLAND DISTRICT MASONIC EDUCATION HUB PUBLICATION 
 

Available now:- 

VEDA 1 – The Point within a Circle 
VEDA 2 -  TEMPLE 
 
 

MASONIC WEB SITES 

To seek for that which can be found 
 

Left click anywhere on link address, then Ctrl + click to follow link 
Masonic web sites with useful information, papers, and further web links 

ONLY REALLY USEFUL SITES ARE LISTED 
(If you reach a site using your default browser or link, you can place a shortcut on your home wallpaper if you 

wish.  Right click on page – select ‘Create Shortcut’ – left click.) 
This is a directory in progress – keep looking for additions 

 

Freemasons New Zealand http://freemasonsnz.org/ 
Grand Lodge NZ Education Pillar   http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php 
Southern Division website http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv 
Freemasons New Zealand Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons/     NEW 
Partners in Freemasonry (GLNZ) Facebook page      https://www.facebook.com/partnersinfreemasonry/  NEW 
Australian and New Zealand Masonic Research Council -ANZMRC http://www.anzmrc.org/ 
Grand Lodge of Ireland  http://www.freemason.ie 
Grand Lodge of Scotland: http://www.grandlodgescotland.com/ 
Unfortunately, the United Grand Lodge of England web site is not fruitful 
Masonic Info   http://www.masonicinfo.com/   (Excellent Masonic site with much about anti-
masonry) 
Freemasonry 101  http://freemasonry-101.com/ 
Masonic Dictionary  http://www.masonicdictionary.com/ 
Masonic Lodge of Education http://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/ 
Freemasons-Freemasonry http://www.freemasons-freemasonry.com/   (This is the famous Pietre-Stones 
web site – arguably the world’s best Masonic web site) 
Freemasonry.fm  http://www.freemasonry.fm/ 
Masonic Awareness at the Speed of Light- MATSOL http://www.matsol.info/ 
Grand Lodge of British Columbia and Yukon  http://www.freemasonry.bcy.ca/symbolism/ 
Lewis Masonic (publishers) Videos   http://www.lewismasonic.co.uk/ 
Masonic Lodge Info  http://www.masonic-lodge.info/ 
The Masonic Trowel  http://www.themasonictrowel.com/ 
University of Bradford – Web of Hiram  http://www.bradford.ac.uk/webofhiram/     Superb 
Phoenix Masonry  http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/  

Linford Lodge of Research http://www.linfordresearch.info/ 
York Rite   http://www.yorkrite.com/     
Mason Smart   http://www.masonsmart.com/ 
Freemasonry Today magazine http://www.freemasonrytoday.com/   (UGLE:  view back issues) 

http://freemasonsnz.org/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv
https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons/
https://www.facebook.com/partnersinfreemasonry/
http://www.anzmrc.org/
http://www.freemason.ie/
http://www.grandlodgescotland.com/
http://www.masonicinfo.com/
http://freemasonry-101.com/
http://www.masonicdictionary.com/
http://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/
http://www.freemasons-freemasonry.com/
http://www.freemasonry.fm/
http://www.matsol.info/
http://www.freemasonry.bcy.ca/symbolism/
http://www.lewismasonic.co.uk/
http://www.masonic-lodge.info/
http://www.themasonictrowel.com/
http://www.bradford.ac.uk/webofhiram/
http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/
http://www.linfordresearch.info/
http://www.yorkrite.com/
http://www.masonsmart.com/
http://www.freemasonrytoday.com/


MQ Magazine   http://www.mqmagazine.co.uk/ (back issues) 
Centro Ibérico de Estudios Masónicos  http://www.cienmas.org/   Spanish site in English 
Masonic Source Book  http://www.masonicsourcebook.com/ 
DMOZ    https://www.dmoz.org/  Links only 
Southern California Lodge of Research  http://www.theresearchlodge.org/ 
The Masons   http://www.themasons.org.nz 
Lodge Devotion No.723 (GVic) http://www.lodgedevotion.net  (excellent ANZAC site)   NEW 
Lodge St.Patrick No.468  (IC) http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz          NEW 
 

 

 WEEKLY QUOTE 
 

" My sword and dirk lie there. Never draw them without reason, nor put them up without honour.” 
 

The last words of Rob Roy MacGregor to his youngest son, Robin Oig. Unfortunately, the lad done no 
good.  (Bro. Grumpy is NOT a descendent of Rob Roy – it’s a lot worse than that!) 

 

U I 

WHY? 
Why are zero scores in tennis called 'love'? 
  
BECAUSE 
In France, where tennis became very popular, the round zero on the scoreboard looked like an egg and 
was called 'l'oeuf,' which is French for 'the egg.'   When tennis was introduced in the US, Americans 
(naturally), mispronounced it 'love.' 
 

Sent in by W. Bro. Graeme Childs 
 

EGG JOKE- Two Scots soldiers on the Western Front, an old hand explaining to a rookie how to buy 
food from the local farmers. 
Old Jock - “It’s easy lad.  Say ye want eggs.  Tae French for egg is “oof”.  So, say ye want twa eggs, ye 
knock on’tae door an won the farmer’s wife comes tae door, ye say “twa oofs” and she gies ye three. 
  

 
 

 

One of two tiny restaurants for mice in Malmo, Sweden.  There’s also a little playground and other 
miniature facilities for the mice. 

 

NOTE - The second article on the Origins of Freemasonry is in preparation.  The article will deal with 
traditions held by the English and Scots operative stonemasons and relevant dates in public records, 
also the nature of the craft guilds and the distinction between guilds and lodges.  Meantime, here is 
the first article again for those who missed it, as some did so I am told. 
 

The Origins of Freemasonry 
Some of the theories explored. 

By V.W.Bro.M.I.McGregor, PGLec. 
 

Part 1 - The beginning of the Speculatives. 

http://www.mqmagazine.co.uk/
http://www.cienmas.org/
http://www.masonicsourcebook.com/
https://www.dmoz.org/
http://www.theresearchlodge.org/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/
http://www.lodgedevotion.net/
http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/


 
There are a number of theories as to the origins of Freemasonry.  One thing we know for sure is that, in 
1717, four existing London lodges created the Grand Lodge of England but they were soon joined by a 
goodly number of other lodges scattered widely throughout England.  At least one of the original 
London lodges was largely operative at the time and probably others too, but it is generally believed 
that all the Lodges contained a number of non-operatives and that they were the dominant group by 
1717.  These non-operatives formed a group within the Lodge known as the “Acceptance”, or 
“Accepcon”, men whose membership of the Lodge had nothing to do with the stonemason’s craft.  In 
other words, craft qualifications were not required of them as a condition of acceptance into the lodge 
but they had to swear an oath of allegiance and obey the laws and regulations nevertheless. 

Much the same situation applied to Scotland except that, in 1717, the Scots lodges were almost 
all still mainly operative.  The craft of stonemasonry was particularly strong in Scotland because just 
about everything was built of stone.  What’s more, the Scots trade guilds had never been suppressed, 
as they had been in England.  The Scots masons were under Royal protection, especially after 1601, 
when King James VI himself was made a member of the Lodge of Perth and Scoon.  Some Scots lodges 
could produce minute books dating before 1500.  Nevertheless, in spite of their decidedly operative 
emphasis in 1717, the Scots lodges had long been admitting non-operatives and, encouraged by their 
English brothers, were warming to the idea of a Grand Lodge of Scotland.   

There is no doubt that the Freemasons Lodges grew out of the stonemason’s guilds or 
companies of old.  Among other proofs, this is proven by the fact that the Grand Lodge of England, and 
later Scotland, adopted the ancient constitutions of the operatives as the foundation constitution of 
the new Speculative Freemasonry.  The founding of the Grand Lodge of England, followed by Ireland 
and Scotland, marked the point when the operative masons handed over control of the Craft to the 
Speculatives on condition, however, that the constitutions be preserved. 
The first ‘company’ of the operative craft was formed in London in 1395 after a demarcation dispute 
highlighted the need for some organization, rules and regulations.  From then on, lodges were formed 
throughout England along the lines on the London company.  Those in the towns adopted the guild 
system, but some of the country lodges were less formal. 

It remains a matter of conjecture as to why non-operatives were either invited to join, or 
sought to join, operative stonemason’s lodges.  From the point of view of the operatives, it would have 
been advantageous to extend honorary membership to men of influence in the community for the 
purpose of protection and to have an advocate for their interests.  Membership would also bring in 
some useful money at a time of general decline.  One can well surmise that these honorary members 
may have recommended further members from amongst their friends and acquaintances, especially if 
there was a need to ensure that all within the group were loyal to each other, hence thorough scrutiny, 
means of recognition, oaths of allegiance and penalties for breach. The stonemason’s lodges already 
had this mechanism and were thus a ready-made system of meeting places throughout the country 
which could be used by an exclusive group of like-minded men pledged to secrecy and mutual support 
and protection.   

But – what were these early Freemasons like-minded and secretive about?   It is of great 
significance that Speculative Freemasonry came to light during the Renaissance and the more or less 
parallel Religious Reformation, during the 16th.century and the first half of the 17th century.   The 
Renaissance, which started earlier than the Reformation, was an expression of humanism, a rationalist 
outlook attaching prime importance to human rather than divine or supernatural matters.  It resulted 
in a cultural movement, ‘Renaissance Thought’, which turned away from medieval scholasticism and 
revived interest in ancient Greek and Roman thought.  The study of the ‘Liberal Arts and Sciences’ was 
central to Renaissance humanism.  Humanism tended to centre on the individual and, in particular, the 
philosophy of doing one’s best in this life and becoming a polymath, rather than concentrating on 
achieving ‘Salvation’ in the next.  The humanists believed in Free Will. 

Although some theologians saw no conflict with humanism, most were concerned with matters 
of Original Sin, Free Will and Redemption and humanism was regarded as a dangerous distraction.  In 
any event, the Christian world was turned on its head by Martin Luther.  Luther was an Augustinian 
monk, lawyer and lecturer in philosophy at Wittenberg University.  In 1517, Luther preached against 
the selling of Indulgences and, on October 31, he nailed his theses on church reform to the door of 
Wittenberg's Castle Church.  Luther was declared a heretic by the Church of Rome in 1518 and 



excommunicated in 1521.  Although Luther had aimed a church reform rather than creating a new 
church, that’s the way it ended up.  By Luther’s time, the Church was already in dire need of reform 
and many could see the logic in Luther’s reform demands and felt aggrieved by the intransigence of the 
Church of Rome which seemed intent on persecuting the messenger, rather than heeding the message.  
On the other hand, there were those who felt that Luther had gone much further than mere reforms of 
canon law.  Luther had preached Redemption “through Faith alone”, which negated Redemption 
through Faith and good works.  He had also preached against the whole theology of Purgatory and the 
purchasing of indulgences.  Even more significantly, Luther’s theology on Free Will argued essentially 
that man had the capacity of free will to do evil, but could not achieve Salvation through acts of free 
will, this could only be achieved by Faith alone and God’s saving grace.  John Calvin went further with 
his theology, which was that man was inherently sinful (depraved) but that this state was predestined 
and beyond his control and that only an “elect” few could be saved by God’s saving grace. 
 There was a significant difference in the ‘English Reformation’ in that King Henry VIII made 
himself supreme governor of the Church in England and by virtue of refuting Papal authority, created 
the Church of England.  In Henry’s day the Church of England remained theologically Catholic but 
introduced some Protestant reforms.  It became officially Protestant for the last time during the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth I from which point on the Church of England was, and is, in its own terms, an 
autonomous Protestant Catholic Church, if that makes sense.  However, because the English, later 
British, monarch is the governor of the Church of England there was an insistence on “conformity” to 
its beliefs and ways and those who believed otherwise, such as Roman Catholics and non-conforming 
Protestants, ran the risk of persecution.  However, within its own ranks, there was wide divergence in 
the Church of England, from the Arminians who were close to the Church of Rome and the Puritans 
who were close to Calvin.  This begged the question as to what was, and what was not, “conformity.” 
 Throughout the 16th century and onwards, there was little attempt at reconciling theological 
differences.  Instead, theologians pored over the Bible in every greater detail and the different 
theologies grew further apart and more schisms were created.  In truth, many of the differences were 
hair-splitting and had little to do with scripture.  Henry VIII, an unbridled tyrant, brought in several laws 
intended to establish “conformity” and persecuted – usually executed – both Catholics and Protestants 
who disagreed with his version of religion.   Queen Elizabeth hated bigotry and extremism and tried to 
turn the Church of England into a church which would suit everyone but she failed to win over the 
Roman Catholics and the Calvinists.  King James tried to carry on Elizabeth’s work but again failed to 
rein in the extremists.  In Europe, decades of hostility between the Catholics and Protestants 
culminated in the Thirty Years War (1618 – 1648) which saw many massacres and the slaughter of one 
third of the German people.  The English Civil War (1642 – 1651) was fought between the Arminian 
(High Church) faction of the Church of England and the Puritan faction of the same church, with the 
Catholics supporting the Arminians and the Presbyterians supporting the Puritans. 
 As for the effect of the Reformation on the Renaissance, it was impossible that the new 
Renaissance freedom of thought could be confined for long under the thraldom of medieval 
Catholicism, but neither could it be cramped by the dogmatism and intolerance of the early reformers. 
The Reformation, which was a direct outcome of the “New Learning”, was destined to deal the 
Renaissance an almost fatal blow, for the religious wars which plunged Europe into chaos and 
barbarism for so many years checked and ruined much of the great work of the Renaissance.  In 
England the universities suffered terribly during the religious persecutions.  Many of the great libraries 
were confiscated and burnt, the study of the classics ceased and the “New Learning” was almost 
forgotten.  However, just before the start of the Thirty Years War, a German secret group calling 
themselves ‘Rosicrucians’ issued a proclamation (Fama) calling for reform of religion and science, very 
much a plea to all men of learning and the princes to unite in carrying on the spirit of the Renaissance.  
  It is no coincidence that the first concrete records of Speculative Freemasonry in England refer 
to events during the English Civil War.  On 20 May 1641, Sir Robert Moray, was initiated into the Lodge 
of Edinburgh in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, at that time occupied by the Army of Scotland in which he was a 
general.  The two deacons at the initiation were the Duke of Hamilton and Alexander Hamilton, general 
of artillery.  Moray was well known to Charles I and Charles II, and the French cardinals Richelieu and 
Mazarin. He attended the meeting of the 1660 committee of 12 on 28 November 1660 that led to the 
formation of the Royal Society, and was influential in gaining its Royal Charter and formulating its 
statutes. 



 Elias Ashmole, the famous antiquarian, was initiated in the midst of Civil War into an apparently 
non-operative and possibly "occasional" lodge at Warrington in the diocese of Chester on 16 October 
1646. Ashmole's diary records how: “I was made a Free Mason at Warrington in Lancashire with 
Colonel Henry Mainwaring (a Parliamentarian) of Karincham in Cheshire; the names of those that were 
then at the Lodge, Mr Richard Penket, Mr James Collier, Mr Richard Sankey [a Catholic], Henry Littler, 
John Ellam, Richard Ellam and Hugh Brewer.”  From what we know of the men he mentions, they were 
from both sides of the religio-political spectrum.  The Warrington lodge was at least partly operative. 
 There is little hard evidence as to what the early “accepted” speculative Masons stood for, but 
it is possible to surmise that they stood for the same principles as we do today.  They were more than 
likely humanists who wanted to preserve the spirit of the Renaissance and make advances in the 
Liberal Arts and Sciences.  They were also moderate and tolerant in their religious beliefs, politics being 
intertwined with religion in those days.  More particularly, they were men who believed in the freedom 
of the individual to think and believe as he would, within the bounds of moral law.  That said, moral 
law, as enshrined in the Bible, was above religious division.  On the basis that the moral law could be 
agreed upon by all men, of whatever creed, Freemasons extended the hand of friendship and Brotherly 
Love to each other.  As well as that, charity was regarded as one of the most important expressions of 
the belief in the Brotherhood of Man. Freemasonry was a plea for Humanity in an age of judicial 
genocide and cruel intolerance in the name of religion. 
 The need for secrecy was self-evident.  Wherever a person lived in the 16th and 17th centuries, 
whether Catholic or Protestant, Lutheran or Calvinist, the ruling religious and secular authorities were 
deeply suspicious of anyone who appeared to hold views which did not “conform” and the chances of 
being branded a “heretic” were high, as were the penalties – death, confiscation of property, etc.  
Nonconformity was often branded as “treason” as well as “heresy.”  Although the Church of England 
theoretically allowed freedom of thought, but insisted on conformity of ritual, by the time of the Civil 
War friction between the Arminian faction and the Puritans amounted to extreme intolerance on the 
part of both.  
 With their means of proof, secret signs of recognition, oaths of allegiance and penalties for 
breaches of the oaths, laws and regulations, the operative lodges provided a perfect infrastructure for 
the Speculative Masons. The operatives also had degrees, only two in those days, being ‘Entered 
Prentice’ and ‘Fellow Craft.’       
 That is the start of Speculative Freemasonry as we know it but there are several theories about 
the origins of Freemasonry in the distant past.  Some of these will be examined in the next article. 
 
 
Note:  The spirit of the Renaissance resurfaced and revived into the ‘Age of Enlightenment’ at the 
beginning of the 18th Century.  The Grand Lodge of England was created in 1717 to preside over a 
movement imbued with the spirit of enlightenment. 
  
 


