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Happy New Year!!!  I trust that Brethren and 
their families have had a relaxing and 
enjoyable Festive Season, and that all are 
looking forward to what 2019 will bring. 
 
It is a busy year, with the triennial 
Communication [Grand Installation] in 
November 2019 perhaps being a Masonic 
highlight to look forward to, as well as for many 
New Zealanders (amongst other countries of 
course) the 2019 Rugby World Cup, from 20 
September 2019 until 2 November 2019. 
 
 

 
A reminder that registrations for the 
Communication are now “open” with the 
“early bird” registration period finishing on 30 
June 2019 – if possible, each Brother should 
endeavour to attend at least one “Grand 
Installation” although it is fair to say that the 
attendant costs are not insignificant especially 
for those of us who live some distance from the 
capital and are thus faced with travel and 
accommodation expenses as well as meeting 
the actual registration costs. Having said that, 
it is a wonderful Masonic occasion to 
experience at least once in your Masonic 
journey. 

 



In October 2018, W Bro W C (Bill) Magee was presented with his 50 year badge, when representatives of 
Lodge Manuherikia Kilwinning 109 travelled to Balclutha to visit W Bro Magee. W Bro Bert Kemp (himself 
a 50 year badge recipient) presented W Bro Magee with his Badge, in the presence of the Lodge Almoner 
(R W Bro Jim Harborow P Div GM) and the Lodge Secretary (V W Bro Les Brenssell (now P) G Alm RH). 

                       
                     W Bro Bert Kemp, W Bro Bill Magee R W Bro Jim Harborow P Div GM, W Bro Kemp, W Bro Magee, V W Bro Les Brenssell P G Alm 
 

At its November 2018 meeting, the Cromwell Kilwinning Lodge initiated Bro Karl Le Couteur into 
Freemasonry; it was a special evening as the Junior Deacon was Bro Karl’s father, Bro Charlie Le Couteur. 
The meeting also welcomed two “soon to be” joining members, father and son Bros  Igenatius (Naz) Kruger 
and Bro Rubann Kruger who have relocated to New Zealand from South Africa [Lodge Libertas 16]. 

                     
 Bro Charlie Le Couteur, Bro Karl Le Couteur EA, W Bryon Bryan Ramos WM             Bro Naz Kruger , Bro Rubann Kruger, W Bro Bryan Ramos WM 
 

Bro Jess Smit was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason at the November 2018 meeting of Lodge 
Oamaru Kilwinning 82. 

   
Bro Jess Smit MM, W Bro Stuart Graham WM               VW Bro John Rudduck P Dist GM (proposer), Bro Jess Smit, W Bro Stuart        

Graham WM, W Bro Bruce Daniell GS (seconder) 



 
The annual North Badge-holders Christmas lunch was held on 30 November 2018 when seven “long 
serving” Brethren were hosted. Unfortunately earlier this year, W Bro Maurice Johnston RH passed to 
the Grand Lodge above. 
 

(standing l to r) Bro Alan Mason, W Bro Maurice Johnston RH, W Bro Murray Mercer, W Bro Stewart Graham (Master, Oamaru Kilwinning 
82), V W Bro Lyndsay Smith PGC, Bro Harry Cole, Bro Ray Gibb, V W Bro John Rudduck P Dist GM. (seated) V W Bro Gordon Fraser P G Lec. 

 
5 December 2018 was a highlight occasion for Freemasonry, especially in Lodge Wanaka 277, when W 
Bro Henry Thayer RH was presented with his 75 year membership certificate – W Bro Henry is part of 
a very exclusive club, of two members only. I had the honour of presenting W Bro Henry with a letter 
from the Grand Master acknowledging W Bro Henry’s membership in Freemasonry, whilst R W Bro 
Jim Harborow P Div GM presented W Bro Henry with his 75 year medal. The Lodge room was well 
represented with Brethren from W Bro Henry’s mother Lodge (Lodge Waikaka 151).   
 
Notwithstanding the occasion marking his 75 years as a member of our fraternity, earlier in the 
meeting W Bro Henry explained the First Degree Tracing Board to two Brethren (Bro Charles Munar 
of the Lake Lodge of Ophir 85, and Bro Jonathan Carter of the Cromwell Kilwinning Lodge 98). The 
evening marked W Bro Henry’s final delivery of a charge, and it is fair to say that after 75 years of 
active membership, W Bro Henry deserves to now “take a back seat, relax, and just enjoy the Lodge 
meetings”. 
 
        Tracing Board     Grand Master’s letter 

              
          W Bro Henry Thayer RH explaining the 1st Degree Tracing Board              Presentation of Grand Master’s letter to W Bro Henry Thayer RH 

 
 
 



 
  75 Year Badge                 Lodge Waikaka 151 Brethren 

         
R W Bro Jim Harborow P Div GM presenting 75 year badge         (l to r) W Bro Geoff Byars G IG; W Bro Bruce Smillie GS; W Bro Sherwin Novo WM;  

            W Bro Henry Thayer RH; W Bro Tom Affleck; W Bro Russell Falconer P GS 

Wanaka Master & Visiting EA          Arrow Kilwinning 3rd Degree 

        
W Bro Rob McLeary WM, W Bro Henry Thayer RH, Bro Charles Munar EA, Dist GM         W Bro Marc D’Andre WM, Bro Esplendor Evangelista MM 
 

At its meeting on 10 December 2018, Lodge Arrow Kilwinning 86 completed the initiation process of 
Bro Esplendor Evangelista when he was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. 
 
On 14 December 2018, the Central Otago Badge-holders held their Christmas lunch in Alexandra; there 
were 21 badge-holders along with five P Dist GMs or higher accompanying me at the lunch. 

 
Back (l to r): Malcolm Moore (P Dist GM), Peter McPherson, Bert Kemp, John Lightfoot (P Dist GM), Gordon Girvan (P Dist GM), Lin McKenzie, Sam Hazlett, Bob 
Russell, Jim Harborow (P Div GM) 
Middle (l to r): Alan Faval, Henry Thayer, Graeme Strang (P Asst Prov GM), John Morton, Ray Logie, Gordon Ballantyne, Stewart McKnight, Neville Wahrlich. 
Front (l to r): Sonny Crow, Neill Welsh, Peter Roberts, John Winter, Syd Broadley, Alistair Cowan, Wilson Mawhinney, Winston Wallace, Martin Biss 



 
As you may be aware, Freemasons in Otago (through the Otago Masonic Charitable Trust) support 
the week-long Elwing Trust course which is a yacht-based personal development experience aimed at 
young school-leavers in the 18-19 year age bracket about to join the workforce. The yacht course is 
located at Stewart Island and the participants are required to crew the yacht and undertake specific 
roles and study, so as to achieve the qualifications of Marine Radio Operator and Day Skipper. 
 
Hereunder (in red) is a letter of appreciation from a parent of a recent attendee on the Elwing Trust  
course – in order to satisfy the Privacy Act 1993, I have substituted “[my daughter]” for the young 
woman’s name. 
 
I am writing to Thank You and your organization for the opportunity that my daughter received from 
the Masonic Lodge to attend the week long course on the Elwing. 

As a Mum who has seen her daughter go through some tough times within herself over the past few 
years this course was a real unknown and really put [my daughter] outside of her comfort levels.  
When [my daughter] left to go onto the course from Alexandra she was angry at the world, sad, mixed 
up teenager who was struggling with life in general.  I don’t know how to put into words the difference 
that the week on the Elwing has made to [my daughter] – but when I picked her up when she was 
dropped off in Alexandra I could see before she even spoke the change in her.  She was (even though 
she was really tired) a bubbly happy and at peace 18 year old.  In the past [my daughter] was quick to 
anger and be upset about the smallest thing but from this trip she is more tolerant of people, more 
considerate, is more open to being part of a family without the moods etc.  

I don’t know what happened on that trip but I would personally recommend the experience for any 
teenager who has been having issues of any sort if [my daughter] is anything to go by. 

Thank you for giving her a chance. 

Not all Lodge Brethren (nor Lodges) are members of the Otago Masonic Charitable Trust but if you 
ever needed a reason to become a member, then this letter should provide you with the impetus to 
join. Furthermore, this letter (and the assistance given by Freemasons) is a very good reason to 
support why we are Freemasons and should reinforce why we should all “Speak up for Freemasonry” 
in order to publicise how we contribute to the betterment of the community in which we live. 
 

  

District Merger: 
On Monday 14 January 2019, representatives 
from the Otago Lakes District 30 and the 
Wickliffe District 31 held their first meeting to 
start the joint investigations into the 
appropriateness of merging the two Districts. 
The meeting focussed on the “big picture” as 
to the merits or otherwise of the merger.  
 
It is fair to say that the meeting’s discussion 
was “robust and frank” but there was a good 
measure of agreement as to a way forward. 
Later this week, it is intended to circulate, to 
each of the Lodges in the two Districts, a report 

on the discussions and seeking input from the 
Lodges on the recommendation from the joint 
working party.  
 
Lodges will be requested to provide their 
feedback on the report’s findings by the end of 
February 2019, so that the working party can 
continue with the necessary discussions in 
early March 2019 – we have a relatively tight 
timeframe to work within, especially now that 
nominations have been invited for various 
Grand Lodge officer positions for the 2019-22 
term.



  

          
   
 

District Fundraising Project: 
As noted in my earlier Newsletters and as reinforced at the recent District meeting, we are looking at the 

St John First Response Kits project as our District’s fundraiser for 2017-19. The primary object is to achieve 

a collective minimum of $15,000 from amongst our 13 Lodges; if we can achieve that minimum (more 

hopefully), then we will be looking to provide at least $35,000 to the St John project. We never know when 

we, nor any member of our family or extended family, nor any friend, neighbour or acquaintance may need 

the St John service, so I look forward to your individual and collective support for this project. 

Funds should be forwarded to the following ANZ bank account: 010867-0067996-46 

Please ensure that your Lodge name is included as a reference. Together we can make this work – thank 
you. If your Lodge is planning to undertake a fundraising activity in support of this District Project, would 
you please let me know so that your activity can be promoted to other Brethren who may be interested in 
supporting your Lodge’s activity. 

 
************************************* 

 
Forthcoming Installations: 
Wednesday 27 February 2019 – Lake Lodge of Ophir 85 [Queenstown] 
Tuesday 5 March 2019 – Lodge Dunstan 103 [Clyde] 
Thursday 14 March 2019 – Lodge St Bathans 126 [Omakau] 
Monday 1 April 2019 – Mt Ida Lodge 97 [Ranfurly] 
Wednesday 17 April 2019 – Lodge Manuherikia Kilwinning 109 [Alexandra] 
Monday 20 May 2019 – Lodge Arrow Kilwinning 86 [Arrowtown] 
 
 
 
Pat  Cooney 
DISTRICT GRAND MASTER                        21 January 2019 

 

 


