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We are now into the fifth month of the calendar year and as the Grand Master noted recently, we are half 
way through the current Grand Lodge term of office; each Master realises how quickly his one year term of 
office seems to fly by, and it is fair to say that the three year term of office for the Grand Master and other 
Grand Lodge Officers likewise seems to flying by – perhaps that is simply a reflection of how busy we have 
been [or perhaps it is just old age …. but we will not pursue this topic any further at this time!!!] 
 

******************** 
 
In April 2018, we started with the installation meeting at The Mt Ida Lodge 97 – traditionally the Lodge meets 
on the first Monday of the month but this year, that was Easter Monday, so the Installation meeting was 
deferred one week until 9 April. W Bro Rock McCrorie finished his second consecutive year as the Master, 
and W Bro Drew Dundass accepted the role of Master for a second time; the initial “challenge” for W Bro 
Drew and his Lodge was to complete the planning for the Lodge’s 150th Anniversary celebrations scheduled 
for early May 2018. The installation was carried out by R W Bro Wilson Mawhinney P Prov GM, with V W Bro 
Alistair Smith P GDC in the District GDC role – a relaxing evening for the District GM and it is fair to say that 
R W Bro Wilson was much more relaxed in the Refectory after the meeting than he had been during the 
meeting. I presented W Bro Rock with his Past Master’s Certificate whilst V W Bro John Steele P Dist GM 
presented W Bro Rock with his bar to his Past Master’s Jewel. 
 

 
 
Dist GM, W Bro Drew Dundass, R W Bro Mawhinney                     W Bro Rock McCrorie, Dist GM                       V W Bro Steele, W Bro Rock McCrorie 

 
The Cromwell Kilwinning Lodge meeting in April involved the passing of Bro Martin Charleson to the 
Fellowcraft Degree. At the Lodge Ngapara 68’s April meeting, Bro Elliseo Alag was raised to the sublime 
Degree of Master Mason.  
 
In line with the practice of utilising Grand Lodge Officers to their fullest extent, R W Bro Jim Harborow P Div 
GM assumed the role of Installing Officer at Lodge Manuherikia Kilwinning 109, when he re-installed W Bro 
Aaron Dyson as Master, with W Bro Lindsay Bain P Dist GDC acting as the Director of Ceremonies for the 
evening. R W Bro Harborow and W Bro Bain had been the proposers of W Bro Dyson into Freemasonry.                                                                                                        



                                                                  
                                        W Bro Aaron Dyson, Dist GM               R W Bro Harborow, W Bro Bain, W Bro Dyson 

 
On 12 May 2018, The Mt Ida Lodge 97 celebrated its 150th anniversary – the day commenced with a talk from V W Bro 
John Steele P Dist GM outside the former Lodge building in Naseby where V W Bro John recounted various aspects of 
the town’s and surrounding area’s development, and the role that Freemasonry and Brethren had played in that 
development. There are two former Lodge buildings in Naseby, both of which are now in private ownership and there 
were opportunities for attending Brethren to inspect those properties along with the Presbyterian and Anglican 
Churches which had had Mason involvement in their construction.  
 
The 150th anniversary activities then involved a lunch at the Maniototo Curling International facility – during the lunch 
break, R W Bro Stewart McKnight PGW gave an address on the similarity of Freemasons’ initiation ceremonies and that 
of the curling initiation ceremony. There was a close relationship in the ritual and with senior curling Brethren also 
having a Freemasonry background, there has been an occasional “cross over” of ritual when the curling initiation was 
undertaken, but none as to prejudice the sanctity of Freemasons’ ritual. 

The Lodge meeting commenced mid-afternoon, with visitors being received, followed by representatives of the Scottish 
and Irish Constitutions before the Grand Master was welcomed into the portals of The Mt Ida Lodge. It is noteworthy 
that whilst there have been 66 Grand Masters of Freemasons of New Zealand since 1890, two of those Grand Masters 
have come from The Mt Ida Lodge – M W Bro A Herdman (1918-19) and M W Bro Laurie Inder (2002-04); furthermore, 
the current Grand Master of Western Australia (M W Bro Bill Babe) was initiated into Freemasonry in The Mt Ida Lodge 
(whilst he was the resident doctor in Ranfurly). On the basis of an average of 220 Lodges in New Zealand, The Mt Ida 
Lodge has a “very high strike rate” in terms of Grand Masters as members of the Lodge.  
 
During the Lodge meeting, the Grand Master announced the recipient of a Roll of Honour award – W Bro Barry Jackson 
of the St Bathans Lodge 126. V W Bro Graeme Strang P Asst Prov GM provided a background of Masonic and community 
service rendered by W Bro Jackson before the Grand Master presented the Roll of Honour badge and the Roll of Honour 
Certificate to W Bro Jackson. The Grand Master also presented the members of The Mt Ida Lodge with the 
commemorative “150th Jubilee” badge, before the Lodge was closed and the attending spouses were admitted into the 
Lodge room where R W Bro Wilson Mawhinney P Prov GM provided a brief history of the Lodge. R W Bro Wilson noted 
that the grand-daughter (Mrs Susan Matheson) of M W Bro Herdman PGM was in attendance at the meeting as were 
Mrs Pat Inder (wife of the late M W Bro Laurie Inder PGM) and W Bro Mark Inder (son of the late M W Bro Inder). 

                         
 
               V W Bro Graeme Strang          M W Bro Mark Winger GM, W Bro Barry Jackson               R W Bro Wilson Mawhinney  



The Grand Master then unveiled the Lodge’s 150th Jubilee project – a cabinet housing Lodge memorabilia, 
including regalia utilised by the late M W Bro Laurie Inder when he was the Grand Master. W Bro Mark Inder 
(son) spoke on behalf of the Inder family and then W Bro Syd Broadley and W Bro Grant Watson spoke on 
aspects of the cabinet’s contents, primarily the trowels and gavels, and a Masonic World War 1 medal 
respectively. 
 

                     
 
              Grand Master wondering if the top ornaments will fall              V W Bro John Steele P Dist GM, M W Bro Mark Winger GM 

 

              

          W Bro Mark Inder, Mrs Pat Inder, M W Bro Mark Winger GM                     W Bro Syd Broadley, V W Bro John Steele 

 

   
     W Bro Grant Watson                  Masters - Bruce Daniel (Oamaru Kilwinning 82), Aaron Dyson (Manuherikia Kilwinning 109) Rory  Butler (Dunstan 

103), Grand Master, Drew Dundass (Mt Ida 97), Angus Woodhead (Cromwell Kilwinning 98), Will Spry (Kurow 164)                             

 



The day’s celebrations concluded with a wonderful meal in the nearby Bowling Club; following the various toasts, the 
Jubilee cake was cut by Mrs Pat Inder (wife of the late M W Bro Laurie Inder PGM) and W Bro Sam Hazlett who is the 
“oldest” member (in terms of length of membership) of The Mt Ida Lodge 97. 

            
 
                                  The Lodge Jubilee cake                                                                Cake cut by Mrs Pat Inder & W Bro Sam Hazlett 

 

 
                                       Mt Ida Lodge Brethren with the Grand Master – 150th Jubilee – Saturday 12 May 2018 

                                            
R W Bro Mel Darling Prov Asst GM, Irish Grand Lodge; Bro Merv Gilkinson RW Dist GM, NZ South, Grand Lodge of Scotland; M W Bro Mark Winger GM; W Bro Drew 
Dundass (Master, Mt Ida Lodge 97); V W Bro Pat Cooney Dist GM                                                                                                                   (photo – Pam Jones, ODT, 14 May 2018) 



District Amalgamation: 
 

 
Recently I circulated to Lodges a proposal relating to 
the possible merger of the Otago Lakes District 30 with 
the Wickliffe District 31; I had intended to hold 
meetings with Lodges before now but “the best laid 
plans of mice and men” has resulted in time slipping by 
without me achieving that goal. I am going to be away 
for the next three or so weeks and accordingly, it is my 
intention to get around the Lodges (whether 
individually or as groups) in the June-July-August period 
to canvass this issue. 
 
As previously noted, the proposed merger should have 
no impact at all on individual Lodges so long as the 
Lodges continue to receive the support they require 
from Grand Lodge Officers and from the District Grand 
Master in particular. On that basis then, there should 
not be any resistance to the proposal from the Lodges 
– there will be an impact on the Grand Lodge Officers 
as we need to ensure that all Grand Lodge Officers 
(present and future) accept that any merged District 
would not be one District in two parts but rather, it is 
one District with one group of Grand Lodge Officers. 
 

Needless to say, there will be quite some work to be 
done insofar as determining the most effective 
structure for a new District (in terms of what support 
the new District GM will need, what support there will 
be in the likes of education, charity, communication, 
and so on, and what role will the likes of P DIst GMs and 
higher ranked “past” Grand Lodge Officers may be able 
to provide to alleviate the ceremonial commitments on 
the Dist GM). The first hurdle to clear is to gain the 
support of our Lodges and those of the Wickliffe District 
to the possible merger, and then for a working party 
involving representatives of each District (along with 
assistance from the Div GM and Grand Lodge if and as 
necessary) to develop a working proposal for 
consideration by the Board of General Purposes. 
 
We are looking for “open minds” to consider this 
proposal so that we can come to the correct decision 
for the short-term and long-term benefit of 
Freemasonry in our District and in the wider Otago 
region. If you have any queries on this proposal, please 
do not hesitate to contact me [preferably by email only 
until 8 June 2018]. 

 

 



District Fundraising Project: 
       

 
I note with much interest that Lodge Dunstan 103 is about to undertake its first fundraiser for the District project – it 
has a jigsaw display, developed by its Master, in its Lodge rooms over the Queen’s Birthday Weekend, so if you are at a 
loose end over that weekend, pop in to the Lodge to see what its Master gets up to in his spare time!!! 
 
As previously noted, we are looking at the St John First Response Kits project as our District’s fundraiser for 2018-19. 
The primary object is to achieve a collective minimum of $15,000 from amongst our 13 Lodges; if we can achieve that 
minimum (more hopefully), then we will be looking to provide at least $35,000 to the St John project. We never know 
when we, nor any member of our family or extended family, nor any friend, neighbour or acquaintance may need the 
St John service, so I look forward to your individual and collective support for this project. 
 
Funds should be forwarded to the following ANZ bank account: 010867-0067996-46 
 
Please ensure that your Lodge name is included as a reference. Together we can make this work – thank you. 

 
Upcoming Installation Meetings: 

              
Monday 21 May 2019 – Arrow Kilwinning 86 (Arrowtown) [reciprocal visit from Southland District] 
Monday 28 May 2018 – Waikaka 151 [reciprocal visit to Southland District] 
Wednesday 1 August 2018 – Wanaka 277 
Wednesday 8 August 2018 – St Augustine 99 (Waimate) [reciprocal visit to Midland District] 
Saturday 18 August 2018 – Palmerston 26 
 
Pat Cooney 
DISTRICT GRAND MASTER, OTAGO LAKES 30                                                                14 May 2018 

 


