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MND sufferer Jason
makes history as first
paralysed Freemason
DAD-OF-TWO PROUD TO KEEP UP FAMILY TRADITION
By Alex Grove

alex.g rove@reachplc.com

A DAD-of-two who is battling
crippling motor neurone disease
(MND) has made history by
becoming the first paralysed
man to become a Freemason.

Jason Liversidge, 42, recently
became a member of Wyke Mil-
lenium Lodge in Beverley at an
initiation ceremony which was
specially adapted to allow him to
join the fraternal organisation.

Mr Liversidge, who was
diagnosed with the rare Fabry
Disease in 2013 before being
diagnosed with MND a year
later. He has to use a motorised
wheelchair and is almost
completely unable to move.

His father and grandfather
were both Freemasons before
him and Mr Liversidge, who
lives in Skirlaugh, was keen to
join so he could make his family
p ro u d .

He said: “I’m really pleased to
be able to continue the family
tradition of becoming a Free-
mason. I’m looking forward to
finding out more about Masonry
and getting to know the other
members of my lodge.”

Brian Baker, of Wyke Millen-
nium Lodge, said: “Jason is a
really impressive individual
who has never let his very con-
siderable disabilities get in the

way of enjoying his life and
being with his family.

“He is just the kind of man we
are proud to have in our lodge.”

Freemasonry is one of the
wo rl d ’s oldest and largest char-
itable organisations. It is not
religious or political and its
roots lie in the traditions and
ceremonies of the medieval
stonemasons who built the
n at i o n’s cathedrals and castles.

According to some, they
designed the pyramids, plotted
the French Revolution and are
controlled by the Illuminati.
Some see them as a sinister and
corrupt which hands out favours
to those in authoritative roles –
but according to the De La Pole
Masonic Lodge in Beverley Road
that could not be further from
the truth.

Explaining the purpose of the
Freemasons, Tony Burke said:
“We take certain events in the
past and we get a moral lesson
from each one of them.

“We use these lessons to say,
‘you are a piece of rough stone –
you come in and we turn you into
a suitable stone which can used
by builders’.

“We give you moral lessons you
can apply to your life.”

The group is now trying to
be more open in a bid to attract
new members such as Mr
Liversidg e.

Bill Fisher, the Deputy Provin-
cial Grand Master of the Mason-
ic Province of Yorkshire North
and East Riding, said: “A lot of
problems we have with people’s
perception is our own fault,” he
said. “We are trying to be more
open. Twenty years ago, we
wo u l d n’t be sitting here talking
about Freemasonry.

“For many years we effectively
refused to tell anyone about
ourselves and we created a
va c u u m .

“One of our big tasks is to

persuade the public just what
Freemasonry is about and in
many respects to dispel some of
the myths they believe.

“We meet in lodges nine to
ten times a year and we have
great fun at those meetings both
in the ceremonies themselves

and the meals afterwards.
“We would like to invite anyone

who wants to look around the
masonic buildings to contact us
and we will happily arrange to
take them round because it will
enable us to explain what we are
really about.”
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“He is just the kind of
man we are proud to
have in our lodge

Brian Baker

Jason Liversidge has
joined the Freemasons
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