
 

THE METHVEN LODGE NO 51 

PORTICO PANEL RE-DEDICATION – SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

Worshipful Master, Ladies, Guests, Dist Grand Master and Brethren 

Brethren thank you for inviting me to dedicate this Portico. 

 

As a Lodge Malvern No 230 Past Master it gives me indeed pleasure to assist with this 

project and on behalf of all the Malvern Brethren may I thank you all for having the vision 

to use this magnificent piece of art. May I also thank W Bro Chris Hardwick, Jack Blair, 

Roger Knowles and Bro Doug Joy for ensuring the sound finished state in which it has 

been handed over to the Methven brethren. This in my opinion is a fitting tribute to the 

close association that the two lodges had and with those who are remaining will 

continue now and forever. 

In my former role it was one of my duties to visit Freemasons buildings throughout New 

Zealand and advise for the Grand Master on building matters both in regulatory and 

Freemason sense. During a visit to the Wickliffe District in 2010, I visited the Balclutha 

lodge building. Unfortunately I have to confess, it was in a very sad state of repair and 

generally in a considerable state of disarray. Rarely have I seen a building and its 

contents so graphically reflect the will of its owners.  

From one lodge’s demise come other’s fortune and many of the beautifully made 

chattels in that lodge have been successfully passed on to other thriving memberships. 

The love, care and intent for which they were fashioned will live on and continue to give 

joy and adornment to the Craft. 

This beautiful Rimu or Red Pine Timber Panel shaped in the form of a “Portico” was to 

be scrapped, but with planning, enterprise and considerable skill it is again performing 

the duty for which it was intended.    May I congratulate and thank the artisans of Lodge 

Malvern, for retrieving it and repairing the panel then installing it in such a manner in 

February 2011 that gives it the appearance that it has always been in The Coalgate 

building.. 

And now something of the “Portico”. As we listened earlier to the “Rise and Fall” of the 

Southern Lodge from which this panel came it may be asked what is a “Portico” and why 

did Lodge Malvern bothered to located to the East where the Master sits.? The observant 

of you will note the columns are in the style of the Ionic Architectural Order and correctly 

reside in the East with the Master. Ionic denotes Wisdom. 

 

WHAT. 

PORTICO (Ital. for "lair," Lat. porticus), is a term in architecture for the covered entrance 

porch to a building. The roof or porch is carried by columns, and either constitutes the 
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whole front of the building, as in the Greek and Roman temples, or forms an important 

feature, as the portico of the Pantheon at Rome . Sometimes within a building, a Portico 

may define the entrance way to a special or sacred location such as a crypt, alter, or the 

inner sanctorum. Ironically, and at Malvern  and to those that can remember to the 

external Fire Door. But here as in the Lodge at Methven it marks and emphasises the 

Chair of the lodge and he who rules and represents  King Solemn  

The columns carrying the roof can be either of the Doric, Ionic, or Corinthian orders of 

Architecture.  

In the case of these columns they are of the Ionic order. It has a base and the shaft is 

often fluted (it has grooves carved up its length). On the top is a capital in the 

characteristic shape of a scroll, called a volute. The height-to-thickness ratio is around 

9:1. Due to the more refined proportions and scroll capitals, the Ionic column is 

sometimes associated with academic buildings. In a Freemasons Lodge it is normally 

located with the Master and denotes Wisdom and a good way to remember this is to 

think of a scroll as a parchment of learning and wisdom. This style of column may also 

be seen on the Column supporting the light beside the Master’s  pedestal. 

The roof of the Portico follows a traditional Roman line. In the centre of this one is a 

representation of that bright Morning star whose rising brings peace and tranquillity to 

the faithful and obedient of the human race. 

WHY? 
 
But why place a Portico where the Master sits? 
 
Masonry is divided,  into three degrees, each revealing as much as it conceals to the 
candidate. Masonry is a progressive science, taught by degrees alone, with the 
candidate lead, over time, closer to the true secrets of Freemasonry.  

The degrees serve multiple purposes, and in fact, are part of the guardians of the way to 
the true secrets of Freemasonry. Men join Masonry for many purposes, some, craven, 
others, social, and others, to truly become better men.  

By craven, I refer to those who simply want to obtain the secrets of Freemasonry, having 
no interest in anything more. These men are confused by the initiation experience, and 
extremely disappointed to find they have obtained no secrets but a grip, a word, and a 
sign. 

Those who become Freemasons only for the sake of finding out the secret of the order, 
run a very great risk of growing old under the trowel without ever realizing their purpose. 
Yet there is a secret, but it is so unchallengeable that it has never been confided or 
whispered to anyone. 

Those who stop at the outward crust of things, imagine that the secret consists in words, 

and in signs, or that the main point of it is to be found only in reaching the highest 

degree. This is a mistaken view:  

The Freemason who guesses the secret of Freemasonry, and to know it you must guess 

it, reaches that point only through long attendance in the lodges, through deep thinking, 

comparison, and deduction. He would not trust that secret to his best friend in 

Freemasonry, No, he keeps his peace, and the secret remains a secret.  
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Thus the words  depicted on the roof of the Portico. “AUDI  VIDE  TACE”,  

This translated means :      “Hear, See, and Be Silent” 

What we learn as an Entered Apprentice is expanded upon as Fellows of the Craft, and 
we look back on the lessons of the first degree and chuckle at how simple those lessons 
were… sometimes forgetting that the profound often seems simple in retrospect. 

Following the third degree, we continue as searches or travelling men. 

Those that do not fall by the wayside, or for reasons known only to himself,  the Master 
Mason travels through the various chairs of Office from the Inner Guard, the Junior & 
Senior Deacons then to the two Wardens . In each Office the Master Mason learns 
something new, gaining experience, knowledge and confidence. As a man he is growing 
and finding the pieces to the jigsaw that lead to the secret.   

The next and greatest office that can be afforded to any Freemason is to be elected and 
installed into the Masters Chair or the Chair of King Solomon. Like the Sun that rules the 
day, The Master rules and directs the Lodge. It now can be said the Master Mason has 
reached an important point in his Freemasons travels. To mark this position the Master 
sits three steps above the brethren and in many lodge rooms the area is delineated by 
the facsimile of a Portico. Those on the floor can be said to be at the “Outer Portico” with 
the Master within the Portico. 

From this position the Master Mason gains greater self-confidence and learning and the 
Portico device helps to emphasise the importance of this office. 

Very Worshipful District Grand Master,  
 
As the Divisional Grand Master, the panel depicting the Portico as installed in The 
Methven Lodge No 51, meets with my approbation and deserves re-dedication. 
 
Consequently I dedicate the portico for the purposes of Freemasonry in the name of the 
Great Architect of the Universe, the Grand Master of the New Zealand Constitution,  and 
The Southern Division in particular. 
 
I trust that it helps guide and strengthen those brethren that have the fortune to serve as 
Master of this lodge being The Methven lodge No 51. 
 
RW Bro R M Angelo 
Divisional Grand Master  
Southern 
Freemasons New Zealand 
 
13 September 2017 


