
 

SPEAK UP FOR FREEMASONRY 

I wonder if any Mason has spoken to another 

person outside of the Craft about Freemasonry 

this week.  Are we still tight-lipped about being 

an active member and of our enjoyment gained 

from belonging?  There are small pockets of 

growth being reported as Lodges initiate new 

members and welcome joining brothers into their 

ranks.  It is my joy to attend as many initiations 

as possible.  Our ranks are being strengthened 

and enthused by new members joining the Craft 

and beginning their masonic journeys. 

VWBro Alan Jackson has been guest speaker in 

recent months at a number of Rotary Clubs in the 

greater Dunedin region speaking about 

Freemasonry which has opened the door even 

wider on those values and virtues we hold dear.  

More than a few favourable comments have been 

voiced as a result.  This certainly is a great way 

to Speak Up for Freemasonry. 

VWBros Brian Coutts and Alistair Church 

jointly holding the communications portfolio in 

our District are commending the Southern 

District website which holds treasures worth 

exploring and delving deeper into.  The website 

also solicits information on Lodge activities to 

share with a wider Masonic audience.  A truly 

amazing array of information is readily available 

to all and provides tools to encourage us to 

Speak Up for Freemasonry. 

In co-operation with the Irish and Scottish 

Constitutions, all Lodges in our District are 

invited to parade at a Church service to be held 

at the Caversham Presbyterian Church on 

Sunday, April 30th 2017 at 10.30am followed by 

a pot luck lunch in the adjacent Sidey Hall.  

Dispensation has been obtained to wear lodge  

 

regalia.  It is suggested that brethren meet in the 

Hall at 10.15am and enter the Church at 10.25am 

and sit in Lodge groups, with their wives or 

members of their families.  It is hoped a small 

display of memorabilia will be in the Hall so 

interested people may browse during lunch.  

While the news media will have been informed 

of this occasion, we hope it will be yet another 

avenue to Speak Up for Freemasonry. 

Installations are, or should be, a memorable 

occasion for the brethren of each Lodge as a new 

Master and his officers are invested.  It is most 

encouraging for a District Grand Master to be 

accompanied by a good number of Grand Lodge 

Officers.  It is also a sign of support when 

visiting Masters are accompanied by their 

wardens and brethren too.  In a geographically 

small district as is ours, we are strengthened by 

the ongoing support and affirmation received 

from other Constitutions.  When one lodge 

prospers, we all receive the benefit.   

Two installations are approaching in the coming 

months: 

The United Lodge of Otago No. 448 on 

Saturday, April 22nd, 2017. Visitors will be 

received at 7.15pm in the Masonic Centre, 

Manor Place, Dunedin. 

Hercules Lodge No. 36, on Wednesday, May 

3rd, 2017. 

Visitors will be received at 7.15pm in Tapanui.  

Visiting brethren from the two neighbouring 

districts always attend and participate in this 

Installation. 

Just a reminder to Lodges that the District Grand 

Master and or the District Grand Director of 

Ceremonies are available to attend the final 
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rehearsal prior to the installation to assist officers 

to be prepared and able to carry out their duties 

on the night.  Even “old hands” occasionally 

need to be pointed in the right direction.  While 

this is not to encourage military precision of our 

ritual, it is impressive when the ritual is carried 

out in a dignified and orderly fashion by all 

concerned. 

It certainly is most encouraging to hear positive 

comments from brethren as we step forward into 

another year.  Encouragement and enthusiasm is 

infectious and soon embraces even the dourest of 

brethren.  The chatter in the Refectory is 

evidence of this.  A well-run refectory is a sign 

of purposeful enjoyment and informal planning 

by not only the Director of Ceremonies, but also 

those who propose the various toasts 

remembering the length of each toasts is not the 

important factor but the sincerity and the brevity! 

Fraternally 

Graeme Munro 

 

THE RESEARCH LIBRARY 

IN MANOR PLACE 

 

A visit to the library on the second floor of the 

Masonic Centre in Manor Place is not wasted.  

Carefully maintained by WBro S Slipper and his 

cohorting cataloguer WBro GR Watson, 

treasures wait to be discovered by any visitor.  

While it is tempting to visit on Thursday 

mornings around coffee time, the library is open 

all hours.  New acquisitions are arriving on a 

regular basis so there is always something new to 

browse or read. 

The library is also the receptacle of installation 

programmes and a growing number of masonic 

items of historical interest.  A treasure trove of 

resources makes our library possibly among the 

best in the Southern Division.  A recent visitor 

from the UK thought is among the best he had 

seen outside Britain! (Perhaps he was heaping 

praise on what he saw) 

At a recent meeting of the Research Lodge Bros 

Watson, Maffey and Dennison combined to 

provide an informative presentation on taking 

steps towards good informative masonic 

research.  Other Lodges may be interested to 

hear this presentation in their Lodges.  

DISTRICT GRAND MASTER’S DIARY 

March 24-26 Divisional Conference at Methven 

March 29 The Research Lodge of Otago No 161  

Installation (Re-Installation of WBro Morris 

White) 

April 5 Hercules Lodge No 36, Tapanui – First 

Degree 

April 11 Clinton Lodge – Second Degree and 

presentation of 50 year jewel to WBro AR 

MacKay 

April 22 The United Lodge of Otago No 448 

Installation (Re-Installation of WBro Roger 

Owen) 

 

April 30 Freemasons Church Parade at 

Caversham Presbyterian Church, Dunedin 

followed by luncheon 

May 3 Hercules Lodge No 36, Tapanui – 

Installation 

May 27 St John No 84, Presentation of 50year 

jewel to VWBro AH Church 

June 27 The Hiram Lodge No 46 – presentation 

of 50 year jewel to VWBro G D Barkman 

  



DISTRICT GRAND MASTER’S 

E-MAIL ADDRESS 

 

Brethren should carefully note Graeme Munro’s 

Masonic e-mail address: 

distgm.dist31@freemasonsnz.org   

It would be appreciated if all correspondence 

was directed to him via that e-mail.  It will also 

serve to expand his computer skills by so doing! 

 

RW BRO JIM CLOUSTON  

SUITABLY HONOURED 

 

RW Bro Jim Clouston was honoured at the 

recent St Bathans Lodge Installation for being a 

member of Grand Lodge for fifty years.  It was 

thought it may be the only living person to have 

attained such an honour in Australasia.  Speaking 

at the Lodge meeting, RWBro Jim Harborow and 

RWBro Stewart McKnight recalled the wide 

breadth of his influence on the many community 

organisations, but also his unfailing service to his 

lodge.  It was supremely his service to Grand 

Lodge that was saluted as being unstintingly 

generous.  The Grand Master, MWBro Mark 

Winger presented RWBro Jim with a suitably 

inscribed certificate in recognition of his 

achievement.   

It was mark of the esteem that Jim is held in by 

so many within our fraternity that 28 Grand 

Lodge Officers were present for this 

presentation, including brethren from Auckland, 

Christchurch, Dunedin and Southland. 

RWBro Jim is now a resident at the Frances 

Hodgkins Home in St Clair, Dunedin. 

DUNEDIN NIGHT SHELTER TRUST 

The District Grand Master’s project during his 

three year term is in support of the Trust in Lees 

Street, Dunedin.  Centred on both the Phoenix 

Lodge in association with Prisoners Aid, and the 

emergency house next door where the focus of 

the Trust is to provide emergency 

accommodation, it is hoped the Lodges within 

the Wickliffe District will be generous in their 

response.  All donations need to be specifically 

given to the District Treasurer, RWBro Les 

Green in the first instance. Application will then 

be made to Freemasons Charity for a matching 

contribution.  

Lodges may wish to invite a representative of the 

Trust to speak to their Lodge to gain a wider 

vision of the work being undertaken by the Trust 

in our city. 

WHERE DID THE YEARS GO? 

Wilma and Don Barkman may well have asked 

when they notched up 60 years of marriage on 

20th March. Congratulations both and may you 

have the health and strength to enjoy many more 

anniversaries. 

 

SOUTHERN DIVISION WEBSITE 

Check it out for interesting items and in 

particular for two that VWBro Alistair Church is 

adding; the one about the Rusty Trowel night at 

Hiram and another item about helping hands. 
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