
 

What will it be – stand up or sit down? 

Some still adhere to setting New Year 

resolutions, much to my surprise, as each 

resolution seems to fade from being significant 

as the days pass into weeks and then months.  

Here we are entering February and already the 

New Year has a well acquainted feel about it.  

The District Grand Master’s Executive, which 

acts as an advisory group, met in January to 

focus on the first quart of this year in particular. 

Any review of 2017 will include satisfaction that 

all Lodge Installations were carried out by a 

good number of active Grand Lodge Officers in 

a friendly but formal manner.  It is particularly 

encouraging to see Grand Lodge Officers doing 

new investitures and doing them well.  At most 

Installation the presence of recent initiates 

reminds us all of the importance to nurture and 

mentor recent arrivals in the Craft, rather than 

leaving them to flounder about nervously at the 

side.  Most Lodges have heralded initiations in 

their midst well.  The hand of friendship is 

extended far beyond the Lodge into which each 

person is initiated though.   

The Grand master’s campaign for us to SPEAK 

UP FOR FREEMASONRY provides each  

 

 

Freemason with the opportunity (obligation) to 

drop Freemasonry into a conversation in a casual 

way, similar to commenting on our hobbies and 

interests.  There is an abundance of material 

available to assist fanning the interest of suitable 

men.  I am aware of a couple of Lodges within 

Wickliffe planning initiations in the coming 

months. 

 

Associated with this campaign is the opportunity 

broadcast FREEMASONS CHARITY and the 

various ways in which in very practical ways the 

Craft can assist members and their families, but 

also provide subsidies for Lodge projects.  All 

too often we remain silent when it comes to the 

generous grants, fellowship and scholarships 

distributed annually by Freemasons Charity.  

Almoners need to be fully aware of what is 

available in the way of emergency grants and the 

ease with which they are approved by our 

Divisional Almoner.  

During my round of Lodges last year I 

encouraged brethren to attend more than their 

own Lodge, and thus extend the friendship and 

hospitality available.  Inter-Lodge visiting was a 
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regular activity in a previous decade, and as we 

have fewer active Lodges now, the practice has 

much to commend it today.  It is impressive to 

see a visiting Master being accompanied by his 

Wardens and some brethren, and more so if 

among their ranks is an Apprentice or 

Fellowcraft.  When a Lodge room has a good 

number of members present and is added to by 

visitors, the work of the evening always is done 

with a flourishing confidence and excitement, 

while acknowledging that although most Lodges 

use the same ritual book, there are differences to 

add to the flavour. 

Here we are now approaching the half way mark 

of my term as District Grand Master, and our 

attention is being turned towards a succession 

plan – not just at District level but also at Lodge 

level.  Some Lodges have been successful in 

having strategic plans which ensures a line of 

succession rather than filling gaps as a last 

minute measure.  If Wickliffe is to flourish it 

requires that brethren be prepared to allow their 

nomination for additional roles within the Craft.  

While we are a small District we still require 

sufficient active Grand Lodges officers to remain 

viable.  

Look at that – all tidy and not even midnight 

(L to R) Bros Paul Sammes, Barry Simpson, 

Graeme Reid 

At a Lodge level it is the same. It has become the 

practice in some Lodges to allow the Master two 

consecutive terms in the Chair of King Solomon.  

That allows the Wardens to become proficient in 

their roles too, so all benefit as a result.  

Committing oneself to this succession is not 

everyone’s cup of tea though, as I acknowledge 

that some brethren in the Craft wish to fulfil 

minor roles and are content so to do.  In the 

coming month the Past District Grand Masters 

will meet informally to discern how to help assist 

in these matters. 

During 2018 we will be receiving inter-District 

visits, mainly through neighbouring District 

Grand Masters acting as the installing officers at 

the installations at Hercules and St John, 

Mosgiel, while Wickliffe has been invited to 

conduct the installations at Mokoreta (in July) 

and Ngapara (in October).  Adorning the Lodge 

adds to the lustre of the evening, let us 

remember. 

A card with the meetings of all Lodges within 

the District is being compiled again and will be 

distributed within the coming month.  Easy to 

slip in a diary, it is a simple way of knowing 

which Lodge meets when and where and what 

time.   

Remits for consideration at the Divisional 

Conference at Methven in March have been 

distributed.  I guess Standing Committees in 

each Lodge will be considering these but they 

are open to all members for comment so the 

voting delegate at the Divisional Conference has 

some instructions as how to vote.  Divisional 

Conferences are much more than mere remit 

discussion however.  The opportunity to chat 

informally with brethren from all over the south 

deepens the friendship bonds and exchanges 

views and news of projects from around the 

South Island.  Supreme among the gains from 

attending the Conference is gaining a eider view 

of Freemasonry than limited to our own 

particular Lodge or District.  (It is not too late to 

register to attend the Conference) 

A particular delight for any District Grand 

Master is to present long service badges to 

brethren attaining fifty, sixty or seventy years in 

the Craft.  I notices Lodges honour their brethren 

well too.  In the coming year there will be at 



least eight being so honoured.  While it is right 

that we should salute these folk, it is also 

appropriate that we acknowledge the 

contributions made by their families in a whole 

variety of ways.  I like the way the master of 

Hiram presents a small shoulder spray to the 

member’s wife as part of the presentation. 

In the coming months my diary reminds me of 

my attendance at the following, and the 

invitation is not just for me, but you as well, as 

you are able:   

 

Our District Grand Master is well known for 

being able to lighten a formal ceremony with a 

Bon Mot 

Here he presents a 60 year badge to Bro Robert 

Murray 

DISTRICT GRAND MASTER’S DIARY 

February 8th Thursday: Second Degree at 

Lodge Clinton 

February 11th Sunday: The Research Lodge of 

Otago visit to the Middlemarch museum to see 

the memorabilia from the Strath Taieri Lodge 

March 1st Thursday: District Charity Bowls 

tournament at St Kilda 

March 2nd & 3rd Friday & Saturday: Divisional 

Conference at Methven 

March 6th Tuesday: Dunstan Installation (full 

board) 

March 8th Thursday: St. Bathans Installation 

March 28th Wednesday: Research Lodge of 

Otago Installation 

April 5th to 12th Thursday to Thursday; Victoria 

Grand Installation, Melbourne 

April 12th Thursday; District meeting and 

reception of Deputy Master Mason of Scotland, 

at Lodge Otago Kilwinning No. 417 (SC) 

2018 stands before us brethren.  The decision as 

to what you do while it progresses is very much 

up to you.  Are you going to stand up and be 

counted, or are you going to sit down and watch 

from the side-lines.  I trust that we don’t have 

more sitting than standing.  The Craft will 

flourish if you help; new initiates will enjoy the 

Craft if you help; and the enjoyment you receive 

will infect others – if you help.  Most of all the 

Craft will go from strength to strength if we can 

count on YOU! 

Graeme Munro 
District Grand Master 

Three proud young men from United 448 

Bros Franc Lopez, 

Mike Goodman, Callum Turner 

 

FIRST DISTRICT MEETING  

A HELPFUL OCCASION 

Possibly the first for at least eight years, a 

District-wide meeting of Worshipful Masters and 

his Wardens, was held in the Masonic Centre on 



Sunday afternoon, 19th November 2017.  While 

not all Lodges were represented, those who were 

found the occasion valuable for communication 

and a sharing of ideas.   

Welcomed by the District Grand Master, each 

Lodge gave a brief but honest report on their 

activities during 2017 and the state of health of 

their Lodge.  Each Executive portfolio also 

reported – very good for information sharing.   

Another such meeting will be held in November. 

50/60 BADGE HOLDERS DINNER 

Twenty four badge holders gathered in the 

Masonic Club on Friday, 24th November 2017 

for their annual dinner.  Thanks to Graham Reid, 

Paul Sammes and Kyle Parnell who, together 

with the District Grand Master, Graeme Munro 

hosted a table for the occasion.  The meal was 

superb, the conversation invigorating, and the 

occasion most enjoyable to both badge holders 

and their wives. 

 

Great friends in the Irish & Scottish Traditions 

Stu Warrington, Dave Russell, Bob Thompson, 

Murray Thompson (father and son) 

Mac McGowan 

DIVISIONAL WEBSITE 

It is acknowledged that not all Freemasons are 

computer savvy, however encouragement is 

given to those who are to keep an eye on the 

Divisional website for oodles of relevant 

information from around the Island.  The dearth 

of material from Wickliffe may mean each 

Lodge is not forwarding material and 

accompanying photographs.  If in doubt, have a 

word with Alistair Church or Alan Jackson about 

the best way to submit material.  And remember, 

a picture is worth a thousand words! 

All Secretaries are alerted to the need to place 

names of deceased brethren on the Departed 

Merit in the website as soon as is possible.  

While recognising a Secretary has a lot of tasks 

to fulfil, it is helpful if this website is consulted 

regularly by him and any action required, taken 

appropriately.  Often, to leave it is to forget to do 

it. 

We value our friends in sister constitutions very 

highly Bros Mel Darling and Merv Gilkinson 

 

BURNS SUPPER JANUARY 25TH 

This event is past but just to note that almost 20 

people of the approximately 160 who attended 

were Freemasons and there was a whole lot of 

SPEAKING UP about Brother Robert Burns and 

how his brethren in Tarbolton Lodge rallied to 

guarantee 350 of the 650 copies of his first 

printing of poems (The Kilmarnock edition). The 

Masons have a proud history with Robert, it was 

the Grand Master Mason in Edinburgh who 

dubbed him The Bard of Caledonia and helped 

him to have success in a social strata that was 

certainly not his own. 
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