
 

We Are Speaking Up And Raising The Flag 
For Freemasonry In The Wickliffe District 

Wickliffe District has certainly raised the flag 
within the District to a new level.  Three Lodge 
Installations have seen large numbers of brethren 
in attendance and the level of conversations in 
the refectory afterwards gives evidence to the 
pleasure we are generating in being together. 

The United Lodge of Otago No. 448 is a 
combination of several Lodges with affiliation to 
the armed forces, as was evidence by many 
brethren wearing uniforms reflecting their past 
association.  Through dispensation, the evening 
was held as near to Anzac Day as possible so a 
tribute could be included in the evening’s 
installation.  W Bro Roger Owen comes back 
into the chair with a good bevy of competent 
brethren to ensure the gains made during the past 
year will be maintained.  The Installation also 
provided an opportunity to acknowledge the 
Immediate Past Master, WBro Barry Simpson’s 
energetic year as Master of 448. 

Lodge Hercules No 36 in Tapanui stands at the 
crossroads between three Districts, as was 
evidenced by the large numbers of visitors for 
the re-installation of W Bro Peter McPherson 
RH QSM.  It was a joy to have the District 
Grand Masters from Southland (VW Bro Ken 
Broad) and Otago-Lakes (VW Bro Pat Cooney) 
accompanied by several of their Grand Lodge 
officers.  Like the District itself, Hercules is not 
a large Lodge but is certainly alive and gives 
evidence of vitality and energy.  The 
improvements made to the Lodge complex has 
transformed it into a valuable asset for the Lodge 
and West Otago as a whole. 

 

Travelling to 
the country Lodges always ensures a great night, 
and the re-installation of W Bro Erickson 
Minoza proved no exception.  Once again the 
Clinton Lodge room was comfortably full.  Of 
particular significance during the refectory 
proceedings was the presentation of an especially 
made Freemasons Coat of Arms clock which the 
Worshipful Master had specially made in the 
Philippines for presentation to the Lodge Clinton 
No 183.  This Lodge has been enhanced by the 
large number of Filipino brethren who have been 
initiated in recent years, many of whom now 
hold office in the Lodge. 

VWBro Les McKenzie and 
 WBro Erickson Minoza 

 
Of particular significance in the Installations this 
year has been the encouraging enjoyment and 
standard of ritual work on each occasion Grand 
Lodge has shared in the evenings.  The 
involvement of a greater number of Grand Lodge 
officers has always been favourably commented 
on by the brethren.   
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While we have raised the flag for Freemasonry 
within the Lodges, now is time to make it visible 
in our communities.  We find it easy to talk 
about the rugby, the price of petrol, the state of 
the nation, and even a passing but often 
dismissive comment about Donald Trump, we 
can so easily become tongue-tied when it comes 
to sharing with others our enjoyment about being 
in the Craft.  It need not be a hard-selling 
activity, but dropping Freemasonry into the 
conversation can be as natural as a sparrow sings 
or a child plays. 

It is so wonderful to find some Lodges are 
initiating new candidates.  I am aware that the 
United Lodge of Otago and St John’s, Mosgiel, 
have candidates.  Degree work is being carried 
out at Clinton, Hercules and the United Lodge.  
Long may this continue.  Degree work never 
ends though – it is just the beginning, as we 
become more and more acquainted with the 
relevance of how the ritual influences our living. 
In some ways we always remain apprentices – 
we are always learning. 

I trust you too enjoy raising the flag for 
Freemasonry in our District. 

Fraternally 

Graeme Munro 

VWBro Ron Hunter and VWBro Alistair Church 
with Alistair’s wife Wendy just visible. Wendy 

commented later that “when you are married to 
a Freemason you know you are married to a 

good man”. 

VWBro Don Barkman, as busy as ever, cuts a 
cake to celebrate his 50 years in the Craft  

Honouring Long Serving Brethren 

The winter may mean we have a respite from 
Installations but we have cause to celebrate and 
honour long serving members with the 
presentations of fifty and sixty year jewels and 
bars.  We salute those brethren: 

 W Bro Alistair McKay, Clinton Lodge 
No 183: 50 years 

 VW Bro Alistair Church, St John’s, 
Mosgiel No 84: 50 years 

 VW Bro Don Barkman, The Hiram 
Lodge, No 46: 50 years 

Each of these presentations was made in the 
presence of a large number of Brethren, some of 
whom had travelled far and wide to share the 
occasion. The presence of a number of wives and 
family enhanced each occasion. We have more 
presentations before the year’s end.  How 
wonderful to honour the continued service to the 
Craft within and beyond our District by each of 
these “wonderful Masons”. 

 



Church Parade Supported by Many 
Freemasons 

The re-institution of a Church Parade for the 
District also saw members of the Irish and 
Scottish Constitutions joining the service at the 
Caversham Presbyterian Church on the last 
Sunday in April, followed by a pot luck lunch in 
the adjoining hall.  The service was conducted 
by the Interim Moderator of the Parish, the Rev 
Graeme Munro, who is also the current District 
Grand Master of the Wickliffe District.  The 
readings and prayers were taken by various 
members of the three Constitutions, while the 
sermon challenged us to be plumb lines in our 
communities, a not unfamiliar word of 
encouragement to Freemasons. 

Of particular note was that permission was given 
by the Divisional Grand Master for regalia to be 
worn – and it was great to see these being worn 
with pride and distinction.  It was also another 
way to SPEAK UP FOR FREEMASONRY in 
our community. 

Planning for the Visit of Our  
Grand Master 

 
It has been years since we have been favoured by 
a visit from a Grand Master.  A request has been 
forwarded to the Divisional Grand Master for the 
Grand Master, MW Bro Mark Winger to visit the 
District over the weekend of August 11-13, 2017 
during which he will present a 60 year bar to W 
Bro Ian McArthur in the Hiram Lodge, No 46. 

Our Grand Master will meet with all Grand 
Lodge officers (past and present) over a potluck 
meal in the Masonic Club on the Friday evening.  
Media interviews are currently being arranged.  
Saturday morning will see the current 
Worshipful Masters of the seven Lodges in our 
District having morning tea with the Grand 
Master, and then a Meet and Greet for all 
brethren in the Masonic Club at 6pm prior to The 
Hiram Lodge meeting.   

This is a special occasion for the whole District 
and is being arranged to showcase the District as 
well as provide an opportunity for the Grand 
Master to meet and speak with as many brethren 
as is possible.   

Led by the Worship Masters of each Lodge, I 
hope Wardens and brethren of each Lodge will 
support and attend this memorable weekend. 

Divisional Grand Almoner Announces New 
Appointment in Our District 

The Divisional Grand Almoner, VW Bro Les 
Brenssell, has announced the recent appointment 
of W Bro Kyle Parnell as one of the two Charity 
officers within our District.  This adds to the 
already proficient Charity Officer, W Bro 
Graham Reid RH who will continue his current 
legendary visiting role among brethren and 
dependents. 

Bro Parnell has been assigned all responsibility 
for the processing of “fast Track” applications 
and Lodge projects applying for Freemasons 
Charity support.  It is a matter of “if in need see 
either Kyle or Graham.” 

This additional appointment strengthens the 
presence of an important arm in Freemasonry.  It 
also provides another way in which we can 
SPEAK UP FOR FREEMASONRY. 

District Grand Master’s Diary 

July 11th The United Lodge of Otago No 448 – 
First degree 

July 29th St Patrick’s Installation 

July 31st District Executive meeting in the 
Masonic Library 

August 3rd St John Milton No. 461 Installation 

August 12th The Hiram Lodge No 46 – 60 year 
Bar presentation to W Bro Ian McArthur 

August 15th The Waverley Lodge No 226 50 
year Badge presentation to Bro Graham Murray 



August 19th The Palmerston Lodge No 26 Re-
installation of W Bro Graham Robson 

August 24th St John, Mosgiel – First Degree 

September 7th The Research Lodge of Otago No 
161 – ANZMRC lecturer, John Belton from the 
UK speaking 

September 18th Waverley Lodge No. 226 
Installation 

September 28th Lodge Kurow No 164 
Installation 

Southern Division Web Site 

This website is now operational and available for 
every member to gain access to its contents.  A 
whole variety of information and publicity is 
available.  VW Bros Alistair Church and Brian 
Coutts have as their portfolios on the Executive 
“Communication” but any Mason can submit 
material for inclusion in the ever changing 
website.  If your Lodge is doing something you 
want to tell others about - take some photographs 
and write up a story and send it in.  We need to 
stop whispering and SPEAK UP ABOUT 
FREEMASONRY. 

Dunedin Night Shelter Trust 

Recently the two District Grand Masters (Munro 
and Gilkinson) visited the Night Shelter to meet 
with the Chairman of the Trust to see and hear of 
the plans the Trust has for adding much needed 
office and storage space on the site.  The Trust 
was encouraged to hear that the Freemasons 
were eager to support the Trust in the 
development of its work and facilities.  It is 
envisaged that this will be two pronged: financial 
but also through manpower, bearing in mind the 
capabilities of members of the Craft.  St 
Patrick’s Lodge has already financially given 
generously from the Master’s Fund and has 
indicated its intention to also support the 
combined project. Both District Grand Masters 
were impressed with the facilities and the 
hearing of the work the Trust which provides to 

men and women in somewhat trying 
circumstances.  The project is yet a further 
evidence of three Constitutions combining 
willingly and generously within our community.  
It proves how easy it is to SPEAK UP FOR 
FREEMASONRY. 

A Wee Word about Visiting 

I am impressed when I see a Master being 
accompanied by at least one of his Wardens and 
brethren when visiting another Lodge.  Adding 
to the lustre of the occasion is simple but deeply 
appreciated by the hosts.  When the Junior 
Warden proposes a toast to the visitors it is a fine 
way of acknowledging how a Lodge is adorned 
by more than jewels but by other members of the 
Craft.  The sincerity of the toast is also enhanced 
if the Junior Warden himself is a visitor of other 
Lodges! 

When the Master announces where he will be 
visiting in the forthcoming month, why not note 
down at least one occasion when you will 
accompany him.  He will feel supported, and 
you, valued. 
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