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VWBro Jim Watt – District Grand Master 
My three year term is nearly completed and very shortly I will pass management of the District to the 
District Grand Master Elect, VWBro. Graham Redman and I do so knowing that the District is in good 
heart. I wish to congratulate Graham and wish him all the best for his term. I also wish to congratulate 
the Brethren in the District who have gained preferment; I know that they will all work in the best 
interests of the District. 
I did not set out to achieve any specific goals during my term but rather to make a general advancement 
in Freemasonry in the whole District.   
I am especially pleased with the progress that has been made in the Kapiti area with the four Lodge 
rooms having been consolidated into two and I congratulate the Brethren for being proactive and making 
some bold decisions on the future of Freemasonry in their area.  The new Kapiti Freemasons Centre will 

be dedicated on Saturday February the 15
th

, watch the Wellington Workings for further details. 
Special mention must be made of the truly Masonic gesture from the Brethren of Lodge Otaki who have gifted the proceeds from 
the sale of the building to the Kapiti Freemasons Centre. Not only has this put the Centre on a better financial footing, but it has also 
ensured that the funds remain in our District. Thank you Brethren, on behalf of the District; this to me is what Freemasonry is all 
about. 
In the Wellington area we did not manage to gain a consensus on Lodge Buildings and this is disappointing, although in fairness to 
everyone, this has not been helped by our inability to find a suitable location or building for the new Masonic Centre. Personally I 
have looked at a number of buildings, but to date, none have been suitable for conversion and it would appear that our best 
opportunity still lies with the Takapu Island Site at Tawa. We did however begin dialogue amongst the various Hall Companies and 
Hall Committees and I would like to thank WBro, Peter Benstead for all his work chairing the 2022 Task Force. I understand from 
Graham that this group is to continue and I look forward to some positive results in the future. 
Whilst there has been a decline in membership in the District, there has continued to be a steady stream of initiations which has 
meant that we have to some extent gone against the general trend of Freemasonry in the country. I do however offer a word of 
caution and question whether some of the initiates were properly investigated as I have noticed that a number have already drifted 
away and that they no longer attend. It is all very well to initiate a candidate, but that is only the beginning, Lodges then need to 
work with them to foster their interest in Freemasonry so that they remain as active members. 
Benevolence in the District has always been strong and my term was no difference with a number of major projects being 
completed by the Lodges, this is in addition to the regular support that a number of Lodges give to local charities, especially schools. 
I do not intend to single out any specific project or Lodge as every act of benevolence lifts the profile of Freemasonry and puts our 
name in front of public. Whilst it is always hopeful that we may gain a member from such an act, we must remember that Charity is 
the cornerstone of our organization and we should take every opportunity that we can to exercise it. 
May I take this opportunity to extend my thanks to each and every one of you for the support and fellowship you have each given 
me during my term, I have enjoyed every minute of my three years. I especially wish to extend my thanks to the Officers of Grand 
Lodge who accompanied me to all those Installations and who never once said “no” when I asked for their assistance.  
And finally to my team, VWBro Graham Redman, who as Grand Director of Ceremonies kept me in line, WBro. Clive Lloydd and 
WBro. Glen Houlihan, who as Grand Stewards pandered to my every want, to the District Team, WBro Bill van Waas who kept an 
eye on Benevolence in the District, RWBro. Barry Millage as Property Officer, WBro Hugh Marshall as Development Officer and 
WBro Hadyn Nicholls as Education Officer and who took over producing this newsletter when WBro Morris Robertson was called to 
higher things, thanks; it has been a pleasure to work with each of you. 
Notices: 

1. The Coronation Lodge’s Installation is scheduled for Saturday November 2
nd

. 
2. District Masters Working at Lodge Mana Nov 5

th
  

3. New Zealand Pacific are hosting the District Bowling Tournament at the Lanes on Saturday 9 Nov. Entries to JW NZP2, 
James Dunlop-Storey (james.dunlop-storey001@msd.govt.nz) 

4. Lodge Otaki’s Installation has been changed to Monday November 11
th

 at the Levin Lodge Rooms. 
5. Grand Installation of our own RWBro. John Litton commences at 3.00 pm on Saturday November 16

th
 at the Michael Fowler 

Centre. Please make every effort to attend. Dress is formal (lounge suits minimum) with regalia. 
6. Lodge Mana will receive the new Grand Master on Friday November 22

nd
 on the occasion of his first official visit at the 

Brooklyn Lodge Rooms. At this meeting the Dist GM Elect will also be invested. RSVP will be required. Watch the Wellington 
Workings for details. 

 



Freemasons help to create the GARDEN OF EDEN! - Instalment Number two. 

On Wednesday 28 August, United Horowhenua Lodge enjoying the spring weather, gave the Community 

Garden of Eden Project a massive help when they donated the entire cost of materials for a fence on 2 

sides of the Garden.  This was timely as the planting season is upon us. 

When the GST content of The Community Garden of Eden fence project was isolated out we found that 

even together with the Freemasons Charity support the Lodge was a few dollars short of the fence cost.  

Our Master Peter Rogers topped the funds up from the Lodge 

benevolence fund and the full cost of the fence was met. Over 

$4,000 - Thank you Freemasons Charity Fund. 

Already the project site is starting to look ship shape.  A 

number of semi raised gardens have been constructed and a 

good crop of cabbages are already showing their potential. 

Paths have been laid out and a pavilion is under construction. 

Unfortunately the site is right beside the old Levin Race track 

which is still used by trainers on a daily basis.  For this reason a 

soundly constructed fence is essential as galloping race horses 

are not known for their even temperament when startled by an 

unexpected trackside noise or movement. Plus the site needs 

security. 

 

West side Community Garden of Eden project. Red line 

shows the fence position 

Peter passed over the Lodge cheque to Mr Mark 

Cookson, local manager for Community Corrections, and 

the project organiser David Atkinson.  The local press 

were on hand to record the occasion and report another 

aspect of Freemasonry helping the community. 

David Atkinson, Mark Cookson and Peter Rogers. 

The use of the spade shows how heavy the cheque was! 

Mark said that the fence would now be proceeded with 

as a matter of urgency as the workers were not allowed 

on the site before 10:00 hours for fear of disturbing the 

horse training. 

The Garden of Eden project is being run by two local 

churches and will be growing vegetables and similar garden produce for use by those in need.  Nothing 

will be sold.  It will simply be returned to the Community.  Mark has a ready supply of labour on hand and 

intends that this project will teach motivational skills as well as basic gardening procedures.   

The community helps the community to help each other. 

 

The Look – Have you got it? 

After many journeys to different lodges around Wellington and in my short time in the Craft, I have 

discovered one inevitable fact, what your Lodge looks like matters. Take a café as an example, if you walk 

in and see run down table and chairs and other items, your first and lasting impression is not good, the 

service then need to be above the mark in every aspect or you will probably not go back there. In many 

ways, this is the same as a Lodge room, if your wands, gavels, aprons, pedestals are not in good 

condition, and the visitor will instantly put you at a 7/10. You will then struggle to keep that mark at that 

level if the following ritual is not good and or the refectory is sub-standard. It is important Lodges took a 

good look at themselves and assessed their visiting potential; a large portion of your effect on someone is 

the window dressing. 

Consider these items, the building, the equipment, the clothes and the food. Does your building look 

scruffy? Is there some way you can get some brethren together and at least give it a tidy up? The 

equipment, Wands, Tools, Pedestals, are these marked or damaged? Is there a way to do minor tidy up 

work to improve the look? Clothing, this includes dress standards and the regalia, just because regalia is 

old, does not mean it has to be grubby. The final one and this is one we have all seen, a bad refectory, 

spruce it up with some flowers or nice tablecloths or colour. This includes making sure the cutlery is clean 

and tidy and matches. If it looks good, you feel good and your Lodge feels good. This builds confidence in 

the Lodge and makes Brethren proud of their Lodge and visitors will keep coming back.   

              WBro Hadyn Nicholls, District Education and Communications : Kapiti-Wellington District 



Inaugural Craft Beer and Craft Sausages for Craftsmen Night 

Lodge Homewood No. 447  Empire Fergusson No. 225 
 

What do you get if you take 2 great Wellington Lodges and put them in a 

room together for a couple of hours to come up with some 

ideas for helping worthy causes? 
 

The Lodge Homewood and Empire Fergusson Lodge inaugural beer and sausage night! And what a cracker 

night it will be. 

Beer and Sausage nights are nothing new to Lodge Homewood. A few years ago Peter Fraser came up 

with the idea of having a beer and sausage night in refectory. It was a great night; many brethren still 

talk about it 4 years on. 

Empire Fergusson Lodge bring some skills to the table through the organising of their successful French 

Bubbles and Single Malt Whisky Tasting Nights - so it was only going to be a question of time before both 

Lodges put their heads together to collaborate on a joint event. You have the opportunity to attend the 

inaugural joint Craft Beer and Craft Sausages for Craftsmen night. And what a night it will be!  

Ask around Wellington about whom the greatest beer connoisseur is and you’ll 

likely hear the name Neil Miller come up time after time. This guy not only 

knows everything about everything when it comes to beer - but he has a 

presentation technique second to none.  

Neil gave up his full time job a few years ago to become a beer expert and he 

really takes his job seriously.  

Match that with New Zealand’s most awarded sausage maker (who will also be in 

attendance) and you have the makings of a night that you’ll remember for many 

years to come.    

Between our two experts you’ll hear why each beer has been chosen to be 

matched with a particular sausage and why some sausages simply “go together” with certain types of 

beer. 

You’ll sample 5 beers with 5 craft sausages, and then sample a 6th beer with a difference. A dessert beer. 

And what better way to have a dessert beer, but with dessert. You’ll beerly believe it!  

As an added bonus, you’ll get to enjoy all of the normal fun that you have now learned to expect at our 

other signature events. There will be raffles, auctions, prize giveaways and lots more.  

You’ll hear from our resident crooner singing his Sinatra covers as the evening unwinds into a memorable 

night of good friends, good beer and fine sausages. It doesn’t get any better than this. 

And to reinforce that hoppy, earthiness that is beer we’ll also be showing a couple of hilarious Black Adder 

clips towards the end of the night. 

If you love ‘blokes nights’ then you’ll love our inaugural beer and sausage night. Sadly for the ladies this 

is a men only affair, but remind your lovely partner that our French Bubbles night is only a few months 

away and she is most welcome to attend that.  

You’re probably thinking that this event will cost you an arm and leg. You’ll be surprised then to learn that 

all of this can be yours for only $65.00 per head.  

Non-drinkers are able to participate in the sausages, the dessert, and the atmosphere for only $40.00 per 

head. Don’t forget you will also receive a complimentary 24 page Souvenir Programme. You’ll also be able 

to take home the tasting sheet you completed on the night. 

And following on from our other successful events - we are offering you a ride home (45km radius from 

Lodge Rooms) for $25 if you wish. Proceeds will go to the night’s Charity - see below!  

This year’s event will raise much needed funds for the Wellington City Mission. The Mission desperately 

needs to purchase special beds for their care wing. These beds cost around $5,000 each.  

Imagine how proud you will feel to be part of raising enough money to supply beds to such a worthwhile 

cause. And as an added bonus we’re currently talking to Father Des Britten about coming along to the 

event and to help us cook the sausages!  

Demand is already proving very strong for this event. We have strictly limited the numbers - and we’ve 

already sold 20 tickets to people who attended our Single Malt Whisky Tasting Night. 

As mentioned earlier, this event is open to men only - but your non mason mates are also most welcome. 

What a great opportunity to bring your friends along for a great night out.  On the strength of our 

previous events over the last 4 years several visitors have decided to become Masons. 

The event will be held at the Wellington Masonic Centre in Ohiro Road, Brooklyn. The bbq will be on site 

cooking the sausages, and we will have quaffing beer to tide you over between samplings. 

Our goal is to raise enough money to purchase 2 of the special beds. It’s a great feeling to know that you 

can drink beer, eat great sausages, and save lives at the same time. What a buzz!  

Date: Friday 8 November, 2013 

Time: 7.00pm sharp start 

Where: Wellington Masonic Centre, Brooklyn 

Cost: $65.00 per person ($40.00 for non-drinkers) 

RSVP: By email ASAP. First in - first served 



Famous Freemason – William ‘Buffalo Bill’ Cody 

William Frederick Cody was born February 26th 1846 in Le Claire, Iowa 

(below Minnesota).He was baptised a year later in Peel County, Ontario, 

Canada.  

His father was an avid anti-slavery campaigner, this led to a stabbing at 

one public event in Kansas, his family were persecuted because of this and 

he died whilst on the run from a mob of men coming get them. With no 

money, William and his mother suffered, at age 14, William left to make 

money in the gold fields, but ended up on the Pony Express instead. 

Unable to join the army at a young age, he was employed as a Scout from 

1868-1872. He would seek out Indians for the army and also supply bison 

as food for the troops. 

In 1872, Cody was awarded a Medal of Honour for "gallantry in action" 

while serving as a civilian scout for the 3rd Cavalry Regiment. In 1917, 

the U.S. Army—after Congress revised the standards for award of the 

medal—removed from the rolls 911 medals previously awarded either to 

civilians, or for actions that would not warrant a Medal of Honour under 

the new higher standards. Among those revoked was Cody's. He would not see the Medal of Honour being 

reinstated to him when this finally occurred in 1977. 

In 1872 was when he first made his debut on the stage in The Scouts of the Prairie and would later meet 

up with Wild Bill Hickock. They toured for some ten years after this as a sort of ‘Travelling Circus’. 

They would go to travel Europe and the United States with the show and meet all sorts of known figures 

of the time. Annie Oakley became part of the show, as did Sitting Bull and Calamity Jane. 

The show played for Queen Victoria and the future King Edward VII, Kaiser Wilhelm II and King George V; 

they even played for Pope Leo XIII in Rome in 1889. 

Later on, he settled in Wyoming and had a town called Cody founded after him. He built the hotel and 

later had a ranch of some 8,000 acres and had around 1,000 head of cattle. He was instrumental and 

fixing irrigation in the area and doing all he could to help re-

populate the bison numbers as well. 

He and his associates wanted to dam the Shoshone river, creating 

a massive irrigation project for the area; unfortunately they ran 

out of money.  

This dam was built by the government and would later be named 

the Buffalo Bill Dam in honour of Cody and the work he did. 

 

He moved to Staten Island and would take his show to a more 

permanent location there. The shows included trick riders, Native 

American Indians, sharpshooters including Annie Oakley.  

On January 10, 1917, Cody died of kidney failure, surrounded by 

family and friends at his sister’s home in Denver, Colorado. 

 

On June 3, 1917, Cody was buried on Colorado's Lookout 

Mountain in Golden, west of the city of Denver, on the edge of the 

Rocky Mountains, overlooking the Great Plains. His burial site was 

selected by his sister, Mary Decker. In 1948 the Cody chapter of 

the American Legion offered a reward for the "return" of the body, 

so the Denver chapter mounted a guard over the grave until a 

deeper shaft could be blasted into the rock 

It was said that at the time of his death, he was one of the world’s 

most well-known celebrities after he had travelled so far and had 

been published in so many papers around the globe. 

Cody was active in the concordant bodies of Freemasonry, being initiated in Platte Valley Lodge No. 32, 

North Platte, Nebraska, on March 5, 1870. He received his 2nd and 3rd degrees on April 2, 1870, and 

January 10, 1871, respectively. He became a Knight Templar in 1889 and received his 32 degree in 

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry in 1894 

GRAND INSTALLATION 2013 
Brethren are urged to register early for the 
Grand Installation to be held in Wellington 
from 15

th
 - 17

th
 November year. The 

information/registration form was distributed 
with the September issue of New Zealand Freemason and is 
available on line www.freemasons.co.nz. There are reductions 
for early bird registration and there is an option for monthly 
payments. 

WEBS 
This has been going very well and the 
attendance of Freemasons and friends has 
been encouraging. These are usually held 
once a month or thereabouts. The idea is a 
couple of quiet beers after work at a 

different bar each time. If you would like to make sure you are 
on the list to be notified when they are occurring. Let Nicholas 
Best know:  nic_best@hotmail.com 

Cody with Sitting Bull  

http://www.freemasons.co.nz/
mailto:nic_best@hotmail.com
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